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Ordinary Council Meeting – DRAFT Minutes 21st October 2026 
Attendees are reminded that, in accordance with the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, this meeting may be recorded.
 
	26.69 
	Public Participation Open Forum  
5 members of the public present to observe.
All were present to discuss item 26.78i (Home Farm, see below).
	 

	26.70 
	North Northamptonshire Councillor Updates 
In attendance: None
Apologies received: Cllr S Brown, Cllr V Jessop
No update received.
	 

	26.71 
	To receive any declarations of disclosable pecuniary or non-statutory disclosable interests from Councillors for items on the agenda 
Cllr Reynolds: Reynolds Farms paid for mowing Belgrove park
	 

	26.72 
	To receive requests for dispensation 
None received.
	 

	26.73 
	To receive and accept apologies 
Apologies received: Clerk: S Tilaks. Resolved – Approved.
In attendance: Cllrs Davies, Mackay, Cotter, Reynolds, Blood, Grout and Kenwright.
	 

	26.74 
	To sign the minutes of the Council meeting 
Resolved - Approved the minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held on 9th September 2026. 
	 
 

	26.75 
	Chair’s Report 
Report received.  Updates included: 
i Formal complaint re NNC Planning: meeting with Monitoring Officer 2nd October, who now has the full complaint information and will investigate. The MO commented that the Deputy CEO of the Council is responsible for Planning so should not have responded to the Stage 2 Complaint against Planning as it is a conflict of interest.
ii Meeting with NNC Council lead and Highways MO now responsible for organising this meeting – will establish available dates for Highways and revert.
iii Green Hill Solar Farm – approved on 8th October 2026, noted that it was probably inevitable given the drive for greener energy, the proliferation of distribution buildings in the area and the fact that deals with farmers had already been completed
iv Isham Bypass – removed from Major Roads Programme on 9th October 2026 – noted that the reason given was to prioritise developments which provided a greater value for money – this relates to the possibility of creating further development opportunities (and hence S106 funding opportunities) that the new bypass would open up along its length, which is unlikely to be the case with the Isham Bypass as it is almost entirely across farm land.
	



	26.76 
	Finances 
i	Resolved - Approved budget for 2027-2028 costs of £41,850 (before contingency). The level of contingency and projected reserves at the end of this financial year depends on the level of VAT reclaim (on last year’s costs) which will be in the range £3-8k.If it is £8k, the contingency will be set at 10% and the reserves will be circa £23k (which represents 50% of next year’s expenditure, i.e. 6 months’ running costs)
ii	Resolved - Approved the Precept for 2027-2028 is to be set at 5%
Note: Resolved to look at Mowerman contract to look at reducing number of cuts, and look at what they are cutting next Spring before the growing season
	 
	
RFO




RFO 

	26.77
	CAN Report 
No update received.
	
	



	26.78 
	Planning 
i. 26/02577/FUL - Home Farm. Resolved – submit objection based on:
· Complaints about lack of communication regarding council planning application (Kings Lane/Pear Tree Farm residents who back onto the development and lack of signposting on lampposts on Orlingbury Road)
· Lorries blocking drives on Orlingbury Roaf as no access to site as owners had not turned up to unlock and allow deliveries in
· Residents would like support in answer of lengthy list of questions.  Many inaccuracies in planning application submitted including external appearance has been altered, solvent smells coming from premises, must have COSHH chemicals on site, no industry within village why is it being introduced, monitoring will be required of anything being approved, as don’t believe agreement will be upheld, residents can hear music being played at the premises (lack of respect for neighbours).  Agreement on purchase was for storage
· Hours of work are inaccurate arriving 7.30/7.45 and leave between 6- 8pm and working weekends (including Saturdays & Sundays all day, worked 12hrs a day all 3 days of May bank holiday) which is not on application; claim not to use diesel/petrol forklift and that it is electric, which clearly is not the case.  
· Solvent smell extremely strong reported to environmental health who did go out.  Resident felt very ill from smelling fumes & insists smell was extremely strong.  Have been burning stuff, called made to fire brigade, emailed planning who denied it was their responsibility and got environmental health to come out.
· Type of business is industrial and should be within an industrial sector environment
· Type of material being milled includes MDF & chipboard, it has been seen
· Great concern over being told one list of things and quite evident something completely different being done
· Concerns over vehicle access, size, frequency of deliveries & times of deliveries
· Concerns over 40ft articulated lorries been seen driving through Main Street and concerns this is contributing to increased traffic, violation of weight limit through the village & involves passing a school at school time
· Bat colony present nearby which is a protected species– no bat report prepared

ii. 26/01566/REM - Approval of Reserved Matters Glenvale Park Phase 2 Development Site. Resolved – submit objection based on:
· Inadequate assessment of revised Beaumont Road construction access
· Insufficiently robust and enforceable controls to prevent construction traffic using local villages
· Insufficient justification of the proposed construction-traffic generation
· Incomplete assessment of potentially affected receptors
· Insufficiently enforceable monitoring and mitigation arrangements
	
Chair































Chair 

	26.79 
	Belgrove Park 
i	Report received.  Updates included: 
· New fence rail on order to replace broken one on fence between park and meadow
· Memorial weeded but may need doing again before 11/11
· ROSPA actions to be addressed Nov/Dec

ii	Update received on non-approved installation of access gate from private property into Council owned Lower Meadow and waste on Town Close Green. Resolved – await outcome of Greatwell Homes discussions with resident before deciding what further legal action to take, Cllr Davies to monitor and report back
	
Cllr Cotter




Cllr Davies 
  



	26.80 
	Village Hall 
Updates received on the following Village Hall meetings and activities: 
i. Village Hall meetings, flat and activities 
· Flat renovations have been completed & will be inspected every 6 months
· Hammer & Chatter popular
· Christmas Party (5th December) fully booked
· Tabletop sale 28th November
ii. HM Land Registry: Cllr Davies to contact Land Registry regarding existence of 2 UPRNs and whether that requires separate Land Registry entries for the Flat & Village Hall; if not Cllr Davies to complete form AP1 for certification of change of address (83 and 85 Main Street) and VH Charity Fund status.
iii. To receive an update on and confirm available dates and number of attendees for East Midlands Ambulance First Aid training still no response even after chasing.  Another email will chase again.
	

Cllr Blood







Cllr Davies



Cllr Mackay 

	26.81
	
	Police Matters 
Updates received as follows:
· 7th-11th is National rural crime week:
Operation Walrus targeted thefts in rural areas, with officers carrying out patrols in hotspot locations to deter offenders, gather information and help prevent crime
Operation Pound focused on finding stolen caravans, farm machinery and other valuable equipment. Officers worked with specialist partners to carry out vehicle checks, confirm ownership of equipment and help stop stolen property being moved around the county
Community engagement remained a priority, with officers visiting farms and rural businesses to discuss local concerns, share crime prevention advice and build relationships with those living and working in rural areas.
Hare coursing patrols took place across the county, with officers responding to reports, carrying out proactive patrols and working closely with landowners to tackle this issue and protect the countryside
Cross-border operation with Warwickshire Police helped target offenders who travel between counties to commit crime. Officers shared information, carried out checks, dealt with driving offences and spoke with local communities
Joint operation with the DVSA saw officers stop and check vehicles to make sure they were safe and legal. The operation also helped identify stolen agricultural machinery, plant equipment or other stolen property being moved across county borders
Operation Traverse brought together the Rural Crime Team, the Environment Agency and local bailiffs to protect fishing rights, tackle the theft of fish and angling equipment, and ensure people were following fishing laws
Protecting rural and environmental assets remained a key focus throughout the week, with officers working alongside partners to support anglers, landowners and rural communities across Northamptonshire
· Awaiting response from Aidan re the Immediate Justice Programme
Crime reports received: September 2026:
· 1 x burglary of a business
· 1 x public order offence
	Cllr 
Kenwright

	26.82 
	
	Highways, Speeding and VAS 
VAS Speeding data updates received:
· Orlingbury Road
	The average speed outbound from 33mph to 32mph
· Hardwick Road
	The percentage of vehicles speeding has reduced both inbound (23% to 21%) and outbound (66% to 65%). The Outbound 85th percentile speed has also dropped (40mph to 39mph)
· Wellingborough Road
	The percentage of vehicles speeding has reduced both inbound (15% to 14%) and outbound (37% to 35%). The Inbound 85th percentile speed has also dropped (30mph to 29mph)
· Hilltop
	Outbound speeds have dropped slightly. Average speed reducing 41mph to 39mph and 85th percentile from 48mph to 47mph. No inbound data available due to data transfer failure from the camera. New camera required.
Recommend to upgrade to smiley face VAS due to not being able to obtain data and very poor battery life
Community Speed Watch (CSW) update received:
· Finished end of Sept
· 317 vehicles recorded as over the speed limit (over 6 months)
	Cllr Cotter



















Cllr Blood 

	26.83 
	Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 
Updates received: 
i. Update from 19.10.2026 NP meeting, including change of personnel at NNC
ii. Formal registration of NP with local authority progressing.
iii. Landowner & developer correspondence. 
Plan is to conclude calls with developers, then put developers in touch with most likely landowner sites. Separately, agreed that we would hold a further Public Information Evening to discuss the results of the Landowner/Developer conversations and then prepare a village-wide communication to update all on status
	

Cllr Grout



Cllr Davies

	26.84 
	Clerk’s Report 
Updates received:
i	NNC Local Transport Scheme - still waiting to hear
ii	NNC Community Funding Grant – Cllr Jessop to be contacted for update
	Clerk 

	26.85 
	Defibrillator  
i. Status assessment received and uploaded to The Circuit. Equipment in working order.
	Cllr Mackay 

	26.86
	Correspondence and Village Updates 
· 9th Nov Highways walkaround @ 10am for 60 mins Cllrs Grout and Cotter.  Cllr Davies to forward info to Cllr Grout/Cotter
· Calendar & Xmas light switch in to be cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances and to be planned for 2027
· Cllr Grout to reply to Northants Council regarding Remembrance Day activities.  Cllr Grout to confirm if wreath available if not to organise.  Sarah Whitlock has confirmed Bugle. Cllr Grout to confirm meet & start time, email to Cllr Blood.  Cllr Blood to put poster on noticeboard.  Cllr Mackay to post on social media

	
Cllr Davies

Cllrs Grout, Blood & Mackay 

	26.87 
	Items for information or next agenda 
Resolved to cancel the meeting planned for November, next meeting is 9the December
Please submit December agenda item requests by no later than 9am, Wednesday 2nd December 2026. 
	Clerk 

	26.88 
	Date of Next Meetings:  
	
	 

	
	Ordinary Council Meeting Dec: 
	Dec 9th 2026, 7.30pm Little Harrowden Village Hall 
	

	
	Ordinary Council Meeting Jan: 
	Jan 13th 2027, 7.30pm Little Harrowden Village Hall 
	

	
	Ordinary Council Meeting Feb: 
	Feb 10th 2027, 7.30pm Little Harrowden Village Hall 
	

	
	Ordinary Council Meeting Mar: 
	Mar 10th 2027, 7.30pm Little Harrowden Village Hall 
	

	
	Ordinary Council Meeting Apr: 
	Apr 14th 2027, 7.30pm Little Harrowden Village Hall 
	



	Meeting closed: 21.18
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