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The Parish Council of Little Harrowden 

 
Clerk: Sylvia Tilaks 
Mulberry Cottage 

15 Main Road 
Grendon, NN7 1JW 

 

 
Telephone 07942 292479 

Email clerk@littleharrowdenparishcouncil.gov.uk 

https://littleharrowdenparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

 
 

 

Annual Council Meeting Wednesday 13th May 2026 
 

 Minutes  

26.1  Election of Chairman 

Proposed - Seconded – Resolved: the appointment of Cllr Davies as Chair.  

Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office signed, received. 

 

26.2  Election of Vice Chairman 

Proposed - Seconded – Resolved: the appointment of Cllr MacKay as Vice Chair.  

Vice Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office signed, received. 

 

26.3  Noted the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of the Members of the Council received 2025 valid for the 

election term. 

 

26.4  One new Member stood for co-option to the Council. Proposed - Seconded – Resolved: the appointment of 

Jen Kenwright as Councillor 

 

26.5  To update councillor’s information  

● Confirmed Councillor’s Declaration of (Pecuniary) Interests forms have been reviewed, and/or amended 
and submitted. 

● Noted – Signed – Received: Councillors Electronic Summons Consent form. 

 

26.6  Appointment of Representatives 

Resolved - Approved the appointment of Councillors to undertake the following roles: 

1. Highways  Cllrs Davies and Cotter 

2. Vehicle Activated Signs Cllrs Davies and Cotter 

3. Internal Accounts Controller Cllr Reynolds 

4. Police Liaison Representative Cllr Kenwright 

5. Neighbourhood Watch Cllr Davies 

6. Community Speed Watch Cllr Blood 

7. Belgrove Park Cllr Cotter 

8. Village Hall Cllr Blood  

9. Trees and footpaths warden Cllr Cotter 

10. Neighbourhood Planning Cllr Grout 

11. Defibrillator Cllr MacKay 

12. Noticeboard Cllrs Blood and Grout 

13. Flag Cllr Grout 

 

26.7  Public Participation Open Forum 

One member of the public and press in attendance to observe: 

 

26.8  North Northamptonshire Councillor Updates 

Apologies: Cllr Jessop 

In Attendance: Cllr Brown 

Update from the Ward Councillor available at: 
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Ward-Councillor-NNC-Update-Report download link. 

Additional update: Ward Member’s Empowerment Fund has been cancelled. Half of the allocation is going to 

the Youth Council; the remainder is going back into general Unitary Authority funds. 

Cllr Brown to chase a date for the receipt of the black bins for new build residents. 

26.9  To receive any declarations of disclosable pecuniary or non-statutory disclosable interests from Councillors 

for items on the agenda 

None received. 

 

26.10  To receive requests for dispensation 

None received. 

 

26.11  To receive and accept apologies 

Resolved – Approved no absences. 

In attendance: Cllrs Davies, Blood, Cotter, Grout, Kenwright, MacKay, and Reynolds. Clerk: S. Tilaks. 

 

26.12  To sign the minutes of the council meeting 

Resolved – Approved the minutes of the council meeting held on 15th April 2026 as accurate. 

 
 

26.13  Chair’s Report 

i. Update received on formal complaint submission re NNC Councillor conduct. NNC has responded that the 

complaint did not raise any new issues relating to the professional conduct of the Deputy CEO but failed to 

provide any answers to the questions provided. It also provided details of the Ombudsman route to 

escalate our complaint despite part of the complaint was being directed to the Ombudsman, a route which 

is not open to public bodices such as LHPC. 

Resolved – Approved: 

a. Raise complaint to Leader of NNC;  

b. Notify local and regional press should the Council fail to provide definitive responses to questions 

posed. Deadline to respond to be provided: 21 calendar days. 

ii. Update received on What a Big Do community litter pick: 

a. Pickers and bags available from NNC and booked in. 

b. Hi-Vis jackets no longer supplied. 

c. LHPC must purchase the hi-vis vests in order to comply with the health and safety and risk 

requirements of the event. 

d. Resolved – Approved risk assessment for the event. 

Chair 

26.14  Finances 

i. Resolved - Approved internal auditors report and findings  2025 – 2026 (Appendix A) 

ii. Resolved - Approved Governance Statement  2025-2026 (Appendix B) 

iii. Resolved - Approved Accounting Statements  2025-2026 (Appendix C) 

iv. The dates for Provision of the Exercise of Public Rights to examine the statement of accounts were 

discussed. Resolved – Approved to comply with PKF Littlejohn suggested dates. Examination period begins 

Wednesday 3 June 2026 and ends Tuesday 14 July 2026. 

v. The Bank Reconciliation (pro forma PKF) (Appendix D) was Discussed - Resolved – Approved. 

vi. The Variances (pro forma PKF) (Appendix E) was Discussed - Resolved – Approved. 

vii. The Bank Mandates: standing orders and direct debits Resolved – Approved as follows: 

• Sky mobile  £5 

• ICO  £47 

• LLOYDS CORP CREDIT CARD  £3 monthly fee plus variable purchases 

• Microsoft £12.10 monthly Office subscription (Credit Card) 

• Unity Bank £7 monthly charge 

• EPSON  £19.49 for May (500 pages to cover ACM/OCM/APMs)  

 £12.99 from June (300 pages) 

RFO 
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• TOTAL ENERGIES  Variable usage. 12 Month Full Green Tariff Contract 
 127.38p daily standing charge 
 Unit Rate per kWh 23.85p 

• YU Energy Retail  Variable until July 2027 (2000113803 only)  
2000113804 remains on the mandate list but is no longer active 
(sensor element no longer charged) 

• Standing Order  Mowerman £420.64 

viii. Resolved – Approved April 2026 income as follows accurate: 

Income April 2026 

Date By Payer Reason Amount 

16/04/2026  BACs NNC Finance  Precept £33,390.00 
Total income up to 01.04.26 – 30.04.26  £33,390.00 

ix. Resolved - Approved April 2026 expenditure as follows accurate: 

Expenditure April 2026 

Date By Payee Reason Cost 

01/04/2026 DD Epson Monthly subs £16.99 

07/04/2026 SO Mowerman Grass cutting £420.64 

09/04/2026 DD Yu Energy Streetlighting Mar 26 £188.41 

16/04/2026 CC Boards Direct CC Noticeboard VH £118.80 

16/04/2026 CC Norton CC Anti-Virus Yr 2 Subs £39.99 

16/04/2026 CC Microsoft CC Microsoft Office Subs £12.10 

16/04/2026 CC Lloyds CC Monthly Fee £3.00 

21/04/2026 BACs HMRC PAYE contribution £334.56 

21/04/2026 BACs Dainty Planter's maintenance £319.53 

21/04/2026 BACs Davies New Defib £864.00 

21/04/2026 BACs NCALC DPO £14.40 

21/04/2026 BACs NCALC NCALC Memberships £508.86 

21/04/2026 BACs NCALC Internal Audit £366.91 

21/04/2026 BACS Eon Streetlight repair £42.00 

21/04/2026 BACS LH Village Hall Defib hosting 26/27 £50.00 

21/04/2026 BACS Clerk Travel April 26 £37.80 

30/04/2026 DD Sky Mobile April May £5.00 

30/04/2026 DD Epson Printer subs £16.99 

30/04/2026 DD Unity Fee £7.00 

Total expenditure 01.04.26 – 30.04.26 £3,366.98 

x. Resolved - Approved: 

Credit card expenditure: 

a. Boards Direct: Noticeboard VH £118.80 

b. Norton: Anti-Virus Yr 2 Subs £39.99 

c. Microsoft: Office Subs £12.10 

d. Lloyds: Monthly Fee £3.00 

e. Hi-Vis vests x 30  £37.88 (ex VAT) 

f. Cheapest Print Online NP Info  £23.00 

g. Microsoft subs DD £21.10 

h. Lloyds: Monthly Fee May £3.00 

New BACS payments due: 

a. Clerk travel expenses April  £18.90 

b. Planter Q1 plants  £43.45 

c. VAS fixings  £26.99 

d. Land Registry search fee  £7.00 

e. LHPC meeting refreshments  £22.06 
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f. APM and NP info evening refreshments  £134.83 

g. VAS units  £6876.71 

h. ICO membership 2026/27 (due June 2026) £47.00 

i. CAN PNRP workshop travel expenses  £13.50 (30 miles @ 45p/mile) 

ii. Resolved - Approved: April 2026 Bank Reconciliation as follows accurate: 

Apr-26   Bank Reconciliation     

       

Opening balance   Apr-26 £18,373.63   

Total income    £33,390.00   

Total expenditure    £3,366.98   

Closing Balance   Apr-26   £48,396.65 

       

Opening balance at   Apr-26 £18,373.63   

Total income   £33,390.00   

Total expenditure to   £3,366.98   

Closing balance to date   Apr-26   £48,396.65 

       

Checked against statement at     £48,396.65 

          

iii. Resolved - Approved: Council insurance renewal with Zurich at £1091.39 (3 year tie in). 

iv. Resolved - Approved: Model Standing Orders 

v. Resolved - Approved: Model Financial Regulations. 

vi. Resolved - Approved: Financial Risk Assessment and Management policy. 

vii. Resolved - Approved: Code of Conduct. 

viii. Council’s Code of Conduct in acceptance of the standards contained therein.  

Signed – Received from all Councillors. 

26.15  Policies 

Resolved - Approved: Defer review and resolution of the following policies to October 2026: 

• General Risk Assessment 

• Recruitment 

• Family Friendly (new) 

• Complaints/Compliments procedure 

• Biodiversity (new) 

Resolved - Approved: Defer review and resolution of the following policies to July 2026: 

• IT Policy - Data/GDPR included 

Clerk 

26.16  Planning 

Link to the North Northants Planning Application Portal 

i. Noted no new applications received.  

ii. Updates to applications discussed: 

a. Home Farm - Planning Enforcement team (PET) response. Planning Enforcement have been advised of 

further developments. PET visit has taken place but no manufacturing evident. Resident has been 

advised that prior to any change of use an application must be submitted. 

b. Furnace Lane – agricultural application 26/00174/AGD update received on works. Resolved – 

Approved to submit objections to the application based on environmental issues and flood risk to Little 

Harrowden residents living on Furnace Lane. 

Cllrs 
Davies & 

Blood 

26.17  Belgrove Park 

i. Monthly assessment of Belgrove park received. Actions noted: 

Poppies on bench repainted. 

Cllr Cotter 
 

https://publicaccess.northnorthants.gov.uk/online-applications/
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Fence rails re-affixed. 

Bolt cover on slide replaced.  

Fence post (meadow entrance) requires remediation. Cllrs Cotter & Davies to investigate (repair or replace). 

ii. Resolved – Approved  7am 22nd May 2026 to begin hardcore shingle removal. 

iii. Request for skate park in Little Harrowden discussed. Received from young resident via Rt Hon Stuart 

Andrew MP. Resolved – Approved to include this for discussion when arranging the Focus Group sessions to 

identify age appropriate village improvements for older young people.  

26.18  Village Hall 

Update on Village Hall meetings, activities and received: 

i. Village Hall report:  

Next meeting Monday 18th May.  

Summer menu has begun for the Thursday café which is proving to be popular still with regular weekly 

raffle.  

Work will recommence on the flat 01.06.26: 

• new kitchen, bathroom, flooring  

• redecoration throughout 

• Estimated completion date end of June 

New lighting fitted in and out of main building.  

Energy audit assessment to identify money saving improvements.  

Lemon booking system successful with the Hall is seeing an increase in bookings. 

ii. HM Land Registry: no update. 

iii. Police, Fire Safety visits and talks outstanding.  

Basic non certificated First Aid training including CPR and defib elements: £200 for a three hour session 

plus travel expenses with approximately 10-12 participants. Deemed too expensive for the number of 

beneficiaries. Cllr MacKay to contact East Midlands Ambulance next. Cllr Blood to update the Village Hall 

Committee, suggesting they run their own with residents paying to attend. 

Cllrs Blood 
& Mackay 

26.19  Police Matters 

i. No update received, all items pending, on the following: 

a) PLR and Neighbourhood Watch activities. 

b) Immediate Justice programme. 

ii. Crime reports: April outstanding. 

Cllr Davies 
/ Clerk 

26.20  Highways, Speeding and VAS 

i. Update on speeding data received as follows: 

Hilltop:  

Average speed at 39mph 

85th percentile up 2.6mph since Feb report to 46mph 

Vehicles per hour volumes in the morning marginally lower BUT increase in afternoon rush hour traffic. 

Max speed was clocked at 90mph. 

Hardwick Rd: 

No material changes in speeds observed since last month. Average speed up 0.2mph to 30.3mph. 

Non-Easter volumes in the afternoon rush hour have shown marginal reductions; remain above 400/hour.  

New VAS Signs: have been erected on both Hardwick Road and Wellingborough Road.  

The old sign from Hardwick Road has been placed on Hilltop, facilitating data observations for both 

outbound and inbound traffic. 

Orlingbury Road: 

Data 11/3-14/4 

Average speeds have increased over Feb/Mar. Inbound up 0.6mph to 26.5. Outbound up 0.3mph to 30.2. 

85th percentile up 1mph on both inbound and outbound traffic to 31mph & 35mph respectively 

The percentage of vehicles speeding was also worsened to 18% Inbound & 44% Outbound, both up 3ppt 

Cllrs Cotter 
& Blood 
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Volumes per hour have shown a marginal reduction in both directions. 

Total volume of vehicles outbound is 50% higher than inbound, driven by high afternoon rush hour 400 

vehicles per hour. 

ii. Update on Community Speed Watch (CSW) received: 

a. NP survey showed speeding was a big concern but at the public information no one volunteered. 

b. Very willing bank of volunteers but the number of sessions need to be limited until more volunteers 

are recruited.  

c. Sessions are making a difference to slow drivers. 

d. This week 14 vehicles recorded speeding with one driver recorded at 85mph in a 40mph zone. 

e. New schedule will be published from 01.06.26 to 30.09.26 with no sessions 17.07.26 to 10.08.26. 

f. Huge thank you given to the CSW team of volunteers. 

iii. No Parking – Turning Circle: monitoring has shown that two vehicles are using the area for parking but not 

blocking the turning circle. Councillors have witnessed parents doing three point turns on Main Street. 

Request for Primary School to remind parents of the danger of three point turns outside the school. 

26.21  Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 

Update on Public Information Evening received as follows: 

• 60+ residents in attendance with numerous village groups speaking. 

• Parish Nature Recovery Plan has 11 volunteers on the steering group. 

• Public consensus that a small new development is acceptable. 

• Resolved - Approved to publish updates on land and developer responses and list of PC pecuniary 

interests with residents prior to completion and publication of NP draft one. 

• Noted: request to include stipulations on types of industry and preferred locations as part of development 

plan within NP draft one. 

Cllr Grout  

26.22  Clerk’s Report 

i. Update received on NNC Local Transport Scheme: 

a. No decision to date. 

b. Local meetings to be delivered in every parish to discuss local needs. 

c. Ward Councillor feedback identified that provision of footpath to Gt Harrowden is increasing in priority 

ii. Resolved - Approved Clerk overtime: April 2026 32 hours; allocation NP. 

iii. Update on memorial bench in Belgrove Park received – Little Harrowden Primary School requested 

installation in the churchyard. 

iv. Forest School request – lower meadow. Pending. 

v. LHPC Contact Us page – Village Hall bookings weblink. Pending. 

vi. Resolved - Approved installation of Bird boxes – Hilltop bus stop. Resident to supply, maintain and install. 

vii. Resolved – Approved: 

a. Land Registry title search fee £7. 

b. Cllr Davies to notify resident and Greatwell Homes of legal requirement to remove illegally dumped 

tree waste in Belgrove Park. 30 calendar days to remove. Cllr Brown to contact Greatwell homes if no 

response received within deadline. 

viii. Resolved - Approved to escalate notifications of overgrown vegetation in Town Close to Cllr Brown. 

ix. Update on Fix my Street submission re hedgerow to Gt Harrowden village exit received: complete. 

x. Update received on Wrenn School Bus cancellation.  

Some parents have had the transport issues resolved but there are parents who remain without transport. 

Summary of response re: students without transport: 

• Eligibility for free home to school transport cannot be confirmed generically. Entitlement depends on 

factors including nearest suitable school with available places, distance, route safety, and individual 

family circumstances.  

• Whilst Sir Christopher Hatton is the nearest school, it is oversubscribed. Eligibility for transport to 

Wrenn may apply where nearer suitable schools have no available places.  

• Pupils from low income families/free school meal entitlement may qualify for free transport under the 

Clerk 
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Extended Rights policy.  

• Where pupils are not eligible for assistance parents are responsible for paying/arranging for transport.  

• Limited spare capacity available in existing contracted transport to Sir Christopher Hatton.  

• Additional capacity or routes may need to be commissioned if demand increases.  

• Work is ongoing with Public Bus team re: a public bus service to Wellingborough.  

• Parents encouraged to submit applications to the above as soon as possible due to limited time 

remaining to assess eligibility and commission transport provision before the end of term.  

26.23  Defibrillator  

i. Defib Status assessment complete and uploaded to The Circuit. No actions noted. 

Cllr 
MacKay 

26.24  Correspondence and Village Updates 

No correspondence received. 

Clerk 

26.25  Items for information or next agenda 

i. Public Spaces Protection Order: 

Request for PC response to application for a public spaces protection order (PSPO) on Hillside, Little 

Harrowden discussed. Map and prohibitions list shared. Public consultation complete with overwhelmingly 

positive support for the gating from residents noting numerous issues with fly-tipping and ASB. 

LHPC confirmed historic full support with no objections to the installation. 

ii. CAN Parish Nature Recover Plan: 

Several volunteers have expressed an interest in joining the working group. 

Questions raised: 

a. Will the Parish Council pay for expenses and/or room hire? 

1. Room hire would be arranged through the PC; the VH Committee may agree to continue to 

provide a room (committee) FOC due to the village wide community benefit. 

b. Would the PC fund easy wins (eg, hanging baskets, bird boxes through the village) through the grant 

funding budget? For bigger projects, we can look for grants and pots of money. 

2. Whilst the PC does have a budget for grants it is very small and requires a clearly defined plan and 

budget for resolution. Clerk recommended applying for external grant funding for both small and 

major project applications but grant application can be discussed if submitted. 

The Clerk will add the above for discussion/resolution at the next ordinary council meeting. 

Please submit July agenda item requests by no later than 9am, Wednesday 01.07.26. 

Clerk 

26.26  Date of Next Meetings:  

Ordinary Council Meeting June: Cancelled. 

Ordinary Council Meeting July: 8th July 2026, 7.30pm at Little Harrowden Village Hall 

Ordinary Council Meeting Sept: 9th September 2026, 7.30pm at Little Harrowden Village Hall 

Ordinary Council Meeting Oct: 14th October 2026, 7.30pm at Little Harrowden Village Hall 

Ordinary Council Meeting Nov: 11th November 2026, 7.30pm at Little Harrowden Village Hall 

Ordinary Council Meeting Dec: 9th December 2026, 7.30pm at Little Harrowden Village Hall 

Ordinary Council Meeting Jan: January 13th 2027, 7.30pm Little Harrowden Village Hall 

Ordinary Council Meeting Feb: February 10th 2027, 7.30pm Little Harrowden Village Hall 

Ordinary Council Meeting Mar: March 10th 2027, 7.30pm Little Harrowden Village Hall 

Ordinary Council Meeting Apr: April 14th 2027, 7.30pm Little Harrowden Village Hall 

 

Meeting closed 21.33 
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