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1. Little Harrowden Primary School 

It’s been another fantastic and busy year at our village school, packed full of activities, learning, and lots 
of fun along the way! One of the big highlights for the children has been the new trim trail we installed in 
the playground. It’s incredibly popular and is a great way for everyone to stay active during breaktimes. 

Our children have had some brilliant trips and experiences this year. Year 5 enjoyed a residential trip to 
Derbyshire, and Year 6 headed off to Osmington Bay in Dorset for their residential. Reception loved their 
day out at West Lodge Farm, while Years 3 and 4 had a wonderful visit to Twycross Zoo. We also had 
swimming lessons for our Year 4 and 5 pupils, and Reception and Year 1 have really enjoyed their weekly 
Muddy Monday outdoor sessions. 

There have been so many opportunities for our children to shine in school too. We’ve had a year’s worth 
of fantastic class assemblies, VIP assemblies, and Headteacher’s Teas. Our weekly "Come and Read" 
sessions with parents in Reception and Key Stage 1 have been lovely, and our Year 4 children gave a 
brilliant recorder recital assembly. Our Year 5 and 6 pupils put on an incredible Summer Show, and of 
course, we celebrated the end of the year in style with the Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly and Disco. 

Festivals and celebrations have been a real highlight too. We marked Harvest Festival with generous 
donations to the Daylight Centre, held a Christmas Fair, and entered a "Kindness is Key" tree into the 
Christmas Tree Festival. We celebrated Stammer Awareness Day, Children’s Mental Health Week, Safer 
Internet Day, and took part in Red Nose Day and Children in Need. Our whole school enjoyed a trip to the 
pantomime, and we loved our Christmas Mufti Day and Christmas Dinner together. Reception and Key 
Stage 1 delighted everyone with their nativity performances, and the whole school came together 
beautifully for our Carol Concert. 

Thanks to the brilliant support of our PTA, the children enjoyed events like the Halloween Disco, 
Friendship Disco, and a whole-school storytelling day. They also funded a Space Dome experience for 
every class, which was absolutely magical. Dojo rewards this year have included extra break times and 
even a trip to the local park! 

On the academic side, we’re incredibly proud of what our children have achieved: 

 77% of our Year 6 children passed their Key Stage 2 SATs in Reading, Writing, and Maths, with 20% reaching 
the higher standard across all three.  

 91% of our Year 1 pupils passed the phonics screening check, and  
 85% of our Reception children achieved a Good Level of Development.  
 We also ran a number of information evenings for parents, covering topics like Maths, SATs, and Year 2 

assessments, to help everyone feel informed and supported. 

We’ve also kept a strong focus on wellbeing and safety, with visits from our local PCSO, NSPCC workshops 
for several year groups, and mental health workshops across Key Stage 2. Our Year 6 children also took 
part in an interfaith workshop to broaden their understanding of different religions and cultures. 

Finally, we’ve been busy welcoming new families, with multiple school tours and a lovely "Come and Play" 
session for our prospective Reception 2025 children. 

It’s been a truly brilliant year, and none of it would be possible without the amazing efforts of our staff, 
children, parents, and wider community. Thank you all for your continued support! 

Beth Renshaw 
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2. Little Harrowden Village Hall  

Our village hall is bustling with activities including Yoga, Keep Fit classes, Short Mat Bowls, and the Village Hall Café. 
We are excited to announce the launch of a new Children's Art Club starting at the end of April, which will be held 
every Saturday morning. These activities cater to a wide range of interests and provide opportunities for 
community engagement. 

To promote these events, we have been regularly advertising on the village Facebook page and have recently 
launched our own page to reach more residents. The response has been encouraging, and we look forward to 
seeing increased participation in our village hall activities. 

Helen Smith, Volunteer Activities Co-ordinator 

3. Little Harrowden Working Men’s Club  

 

Chairman 
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During the week we have skittles, darts, pool leagues, Bingo on a Friday evening and a National Pigeon club that are 
at the rear of the building.  

We have live music twice a month on a Saturday and hold any special events for all occasions.  

We also have a regular live Country music entertainer, Robbo and friends. Robbo has been playing within the club 
for many years and loves a little banter.   

Memberships are only £10 per year and are available from behind the bar but don’t be afraid to come along and 
join us for an evening or two because we do welcome non-members.  

In October we will be celebrating the Club’s birthday of 100 years. More details to follow.  

We look forward to welcoming you all soon. 

Sarah Wilford, committee member  

4. Red Telephone Box Lending Library 

The Phone Box Lending Library has proven to be a remarkable success within our village community becoming a 
well-loved feature, with generous support from residents who have contributed many book donations. As a result, 
all three shelves inside the phone box are now full to the brim with a diverse range of books which include 
children’s books, cookbooks, autobiographies, fiction, and non-fiction titles, ensuring there is something available 
for everyone. 

Due to the overwhelming number of donations, we added a box at the bottom of the phone box to provide more 
space for books. This simple addition has allowed us to accommodate the growing collection while maintaining an 
organised and welcoming atmosphere. 

The initiative has been further supported by volunteers, including local teenagers completing their Duke of 
Edinburgh (DofE) awards. Their help has been invaluable in keeping the phone box clean, drying out books that 
have become damp, and creating posters and decorations to keep the space visually appealing. In addition to this 
lots of children in the village have been supporting to keep the phone box clean and tidy. They have helped by 
making sure the books remain on the shelf and using the wipes I provided to keep it dust and dirt free. I aim to visit 
the phone box once a week to keep on top of maintenance and rotate books when needed.  

From observation and feedback, it is clear that the phone box is being used regularly. Many villagers, particularly 
younger children, are making use of the facility, exchanging books, and enjoying the variety on offer. Each time the 
phone box is checked, new books appear, showing that the community is actively engaging with the project. 

However, the popularity of the library has also led to some challenges. At one point, the volume of book donations 
became difficult to manage, with people leaving piles of books inside the phone box on the floor. Unfortunately, 
this led to some of the books becoming wet and mouldy. To address this, a message was posted on Facebook 
asking villagers to contact us before donating books. Damaged books were removed, and others were stored for 
future rotation. This approach has been effective in resolving the issue. I also made sure that the signs were 
displayed clearly so villagers were reminded of what to do with book donations. In addition, villagers suggested 
adding another box inside the phone box for extra storage, which has proven helpful. 

Looking ahead, there are plans to redecorate the phone box with funding given by our Ward Councillors Lora 
Lawman, Clive Hallam and Scott Brown through the Member’s Empowerment Fund. Thanks go to them for their 
generosity and to Little Harrowden Parish Council for applying for the grant, supplying and fitting the shelves and 
arranging the refurbishment which should be started in the next couple of weeks. The redecoration will include 
adding more shelving and ensuring it is watertight, so books stay clean and dry throughout the year.  

For the coming year, the aim is to further enhance the appeal of the lending library by introducing board games and 
children’s activity packs. There are also plans to launch reading competitions to encourage more participation 
across all age groups. Seasonal themes, such as Easter and Christmas, will be incorporated into the decorations to 
keep the phone box inviting and festive throughout the year. 
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In summary, the Phone Box Lending Library has become a thriving community asset. With continued support and 
development, it promises to remain a cherished resource for the village. 

Beverley Smith, founder and volunteer 

5. Indoor Short Mat Bowls Club  

Little Harrowden Bowls Club originally started up in the Working Man's Club, Main Street, subsequently moving to 
the Village Hall in the 1980s. 

Prior to Covid we met twice a week but now we meet every Tuesday afternoon, 2.00pm- 4.00pm.  

Most of the members live outside the village in Kettering, Wellingborough and Irchester with only 4 members living 
in Little Harrowden. 

The Club used to take part in League matches but, because those members who were interested in competitions 
have now passed away, we just compete against each other.  

There is no Committee. We do have a Treasurer who is responsible for taking the weekly and yearly subscriptions 
and ensuring the books are audited and a Social Secretary who ensures there are refreshments available for 
Tuesday afternoons. 

Carol Brady, volunteer and participant 

6. St Mary’s the Virgin Church 

We started the year off not knowing that we would be without a vicar at the end of it.  This has made our jobs a lot 
harder as we are now responsible for all that happens in church and its upkeep.  Luckily, we have been able to get 
visiting Vicars to cover our Holy Communion services until the end of July and we are in the process of covering the 
rest of the year. We had good attendance for our special services such as Remembrance Service, Crib and 
Christingle Service and Community Carols.  

We are very lucky in our Social Committee who work hard to fundraise, and we would not have been able to pay 
40% of our parish share without their help.  We thoroughly enjoyed all their events during the year, namely, the 
Afternoon Tea, Pudding Evening, a Concert, Harvest Lunch, Bazaar and Christmas Tree Festival, Beetle Drive and 
the popular Lent Lunches.  We were also able to raise £1741 during the year for other charities.  

Our outreach community events where everyone is welcome, continues to thrive such as our monthly Men’s 
Breakfast, our weekly Wednesday Community Coffee mornings and although our Knit and Natter group is small, we 
have been able to give some lovely displays, namely harvest fruit and vegetables and poppies.  We have also been 
involved in projects such as knitting Prayer Squares for Five Wells Prison and our new project is knitted hats for 
premature babies at Kettering General Hospital.  

Reverend Denise Maud started a monthly youth group when she was here, and it is still growing in numbers and 
luckily, we now have a team of volunteers who will help this continue. Unfortunately, our toddler group Little Lights 
stopped in December, but we hope that this will be reinstated in the coming year.   

We had a new notice board erected last year where you will find all services and activities for the coming week. The 
new churchyard is looking good at the moment and with the addition of the bench it is a nice place to sit and 
reflect. We are always happy to accept help in maintaining it and we have been thankful for the bird boxes, bug 
hotel and planting of bulbs and flowers from village volunteers.  

This year we aim to have a Stewardship Campaign and hopefully build on all the activities that happen in Church.  

We have had a very busy year and thank everybody for the help and support they give to enable us to keep the 
church open.  

Andrew Henderson and June Timson, Churchwardens 
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7. Yoga club  

The yoga class has been running for many years.  

We meet on the majority of Thursday mornings 9.30-11am where students experience a comprehensive approach 
to body, mind and breath awareness with the intention of restoring/maintaining physical and mental well-being. 

The class has been fully subscribed with regulars for some time and there is a waiting list of people wanting to join. 

Anne Widdup, class teacher 

8. Chair Keep Fit club 

Chair Keep Fit at our village hall is a long-running and popular class that has been supporting health and wellbeing 
in the community for over 15 years. Designed to be accessible for all ages and abilities, the sessions use seated 
exercises to gently improve strength, flexibility, and coordination. The class is suitable for both ladies and men and 
provides a safe, welcoming environment for anyone looking to stay active without the intensity of traditional 
workouts. 

With a strong and loyal membership, Chair Keep Fit is not only about exercise but also about building connections 
and enjoying the social side of fitness. The group always welcomes new members, and whether you're looking to 
improve your physical health or simply meet new people, you’ll find a friendly and inclusive atmosphere. It’s a great 
way to be part of a supportive community while keeping fit and having fun. 

Helen Smith, volunteer events co-ordinator 

9. St Mary’s Church Heritage Trust 

The St Mary's Church Heritage Committee was formed in 1999 and our role is solely to raise funds for the 
upkeep of the fabric and permanent fixtures and fittings of the Church building. 

We are made up of three Trustees, consisting of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer and a representative 
from the PCC. 

We organise events during the year to raise those funds and these are usually advertised by posters and 
more recently Facebook. 

Kev Barton, Trust volunteer 
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A words of thanks to our wonderful clubs, societies and venues… 

In a time when life can seem lonely, when our local facilities all seem to be facing hardship and closing, or are 

at risk of closing, we feel so lucky to have all these facilities on our doorstep and wanted the Parish Forum to 

be a time to celebrate all the hard work and enthusiasm of all the staff and volunteers who strive to keep 

these activities, clubs and venues open to serve the community of Little Harrowden.  

We thank you all.  

You are amazing! 

 

 

Are you a villager?  

Do you live or work within 3 miles of Little Harrowden?  

Do you value the village and the work and services it offers?  

Can you volunteer a helping hand?  

 

Our venues and clubs need all the help they can get. Please get in touch with Sylvia  

clerk@littleharrowdenparishcouncil.gov.uk 

if you want to meet new people, make new friends and have time to spare to volunteer. 
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1. Little Harrowden Primary School 

It’s been another fantastic and busy year at our village school, packed full of activities, learning, and lots 
of fun along the way! One of the big highlights for the children has been the new trim trail we installed in 
the playground. It’s incredibly popular and is a great way for everyone to stay active during breaktimes. 

Our children have had some brilliant trips and experiences this year. Year 5 enjoyed a residential trip to 
Derbyshire, and Year 6 headed off to Osmington Bay in Dorset for their residential. Reception loved their 
day out at West Lodge Farm, while Years 3 and 4 had a wonderful visit to Twycross Zoo. We also had 
swimming lessons for our Year 4 and 5 pupils, and Reception and Year 1 have really enjoyed their weekly 
Muddy Monday outdoor sessions. 

There have been so many opportunities for our children to shine in school too. We’ve had a year’s worth 
of fantastic class assemblies, VIP assemblies, and Headteacher’s Teas. Our weekly "Come and Read" 
sessions with parents in Reception and Key Stage 1 have been lovely, and our Year 4 children gave a 
brilliant recorder recital assembly. Our Year 5 and 6 pupils put on an incredible Summer Show, and of 
course, we celebrated the end of the year in style with the Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly and Disco. 

Festivals and celebrations have been a real highlight too. We marked Harvest Festival with generous 
donations to the Daylight Centre, held a Christmas Fair, and entered a "Kindness is Key" tree into the 
Christmas Tree Festival. We celebrated Stammer Awareness Day, Children’s Mental Health Week, Safer 
Internet Day, and took part in Red Nose Day and Children in Need. Our whole school enjoyed a trip to the 
pantomime, and we loved our Christmas Mufti Day and Christmas Dinner together. Reception and Key 
Stage 1 delighted everyone with their nativity performances, and the whole school came together 
beautifully for our Carol Concert. 

Thanks to the brilliant support of our PTA, the children enjoyed events like the Halloween Disco, 
Friendship Disco, and a whole-school storytelling day. They also funded a Space Dome experience for 
every class, which was absolutely magical. Dojo rewards this year have included extra break times and 
even a trip to the local park! 

On the academic side, we’re incredibly proud of what our children have achieved: 

 77% of our Year 6 children passed their Key Stage 2 SATs in Reading, Writing, and Maths, with 20% reaching 
the higher standard across all three.  

 91% of our Year 1 pupils passed the phonics screening check, and  
 85% of our Reception children achieved a Good Level of Development.  
 We also ran a number of information evenings for parents, covering topics like Maths, SATs, and Year 2 

assessments, to help everyone feel informed and supported. 

We’ve also kept a strong focus on wellbeing and safety, with visits from our local PCSO, NSPCC workshops 
for several year groups, and mental health workshops across Key Stage 2. Our Year 6 children also took 
part in an interfaith workshop to broaden their understanding of different religions and cultures. 

Finally, we’ve been busy welcoming new families, with multiple school tours and a lovely "Come and Play" 
session for our prospective Reception 2025 children. 

It’s been a truly brilliant year, and none of it would be possible without the amazing efforts of our staff, 
children, parents, and wider community. Thank you all for your continued support! 

Beth Renshaw 
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2. Little Harrowden Village Hall  

Our village hall is bustling with activities including Yoga, Keep Fit classes, Short Mat Bowls, and the Village Hall Café. 
We are excited to announce the launch of a new Children's Art Club starting at the end of April, which will be held 
every Saturday morning. These activities cater to a wide range of interests and provide opportunities for 
community engagement. 

To promote these events, we have been regularly advertising on the village Facebook page and have recently 
launched our own page to reach more residents. The response has been encouraging, and we look forward to 
seeing increased participation in our village hall activities. 

Helen Smith, Volunteer Activities Co-ordinator 

3. Little Harrowden Working Men’s Club  

 

Chairman 
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During the week we have skittles, darts, pool leagues, Bingo on a Friday evening and a National Pigeon club that are 
at the rear of the building.  

We have live music twice a month on a Saturday and hold any special events for all occasions.  

We also have a regular live Country music entertainer, Robbo and friends. Robbo has been playing within the club 
for many years and loves a little banter.   

Memberships are only £10 per year and are available from behind the bar but don’t be afraid to come along and 
join us for an evening or two because we do welcome non-members.  

In October we will be celebrating the Club’s birthday of 100 years. More details to follow.  

We look forward to welcoming you all soon. 

Sarah Wilford, committee member  

4. Red Telephone Box Lending Library 

The Phone Box Lending Library has proven to be a remarkable success within our village community becoming a 
well-loved feature, with generous support from residents who have contributed many book donations. As a result, 
all three shelves inside the phone box are now full to the brim with a diverse range of books which include 
children’s books, cookbooks, autobiographies, fiction, and non-fiction titles, ensuring there is something available 
for everyone. 

Due to the overwhelming number of donations, we added a box at the bottom of the phone box to provide more 
space for books. This simple addition has allowed us to accommodate the growing collection while maintaining an 
organised and welcoming atmosphere. 

The initiative has been further supported by volunteers, including local teenagers completing their Duke of 
Edinburgh (DofE) awards. Their help has been invaluable in keeping the phone box clean, drying out books that 
have become damp, and creating posters and decorations to keep the space visually appealing. In addition to this 
lots of children in the village have been supporting to keep the phone box clean and tidy. They have helped by 
making sure the books remain on the shelf and using the wipes I provided to keep it dust and dirt free. I aim to visit 
the phone box once a week to keep on top of maintenance and rotate books when needed.  

From observation and feedback, it is clear that the phone box is being used regularly. Many villagers, particularly 
younger children, are making use of the facility, exchanging books, and enjoying the variety on offer. Each time the 
phone box is checked, new books appear, showing that the community is actively engaging with the project. 

However, the popularity of the library has also led to some challenges. At one point, the volume of book donations 
became difficult to manage, with people leaving piles of books inside the phone box on the floor. Unfortunately, 
this led to some of the books becoming wet and mouldy. To address this, a message was posted on Facebook 
asking villagers to contact us before donating books. Damaged books were removed, and others were stored for 
future rotation. This approach has been effective in resolving the issue. I also made sure that the signs were 
displayed clearly so villagers were reminded of what to do with book donations. In addition, villagers suggested 
adding another box inside the phone box for extra storage, which has proven helpful. 

Looking ahead, there are plans to redecorate the phone box with funding given by our Ward Councillors Lora 
Lawman, Clive Hallam and Scott Brown through the Member’s Empowerment Fund. Thanks go to them for their 
generosity and to Little Harrowden Parish Council for applying for the grant, supplying and fitting the shelves and 
arranging the refurbishment which should be started in the next couple of weeks. The redecoration will include 
adding more shelving and ensuring it is watertight, so books stay clean and dry throughout the year.  

For the coming year, the aim is to further enhance the appeal of the lending library by introducing board games and 
children’s activity packs. There are also plans to launch reading competitions to encourage more participation 
across all age groups. Seasonal themes, such as Easter and Christmas, will be incorporated into the decorations to 
keep the phone box inviting and festive throughout the year. 
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In summary, the Phone Box Lending Library has become a thriving community asset. With continued support and 
development, it promises to remain a cherished resource for the village. 

Beverley Smith, founder and volunteer 

5. Indoor Short Mat Bowls Club  

Little Harrowden Bowls Club originally started up in the Working Man's Club, Main Street, subsequently moving to 
the Village Hall in the 1980s. 

Prior to Covid we met twice a week but now we meet every Tuesday afternoon, 2.00pm- 4.00pm.  

Most of the members live outside the village in Kettering, Wellingborough and Irchester with only 4 members living 
in Little Harrowden. 

The Club used to take part in League matches but, because those members who were interested in competitions 
have now passed away, we just compete against each other.  

There is no Committee. We do have a Treasurer who is responsible for taking the weekly and yearly subscriptions 
and ensuring the books are audited and a Social Secretary who ensures there are refreshments available for 
Tuesday afternoons. 

Carol Brady, volunteer and participant 

6. St Mary’s the Virgin Church 

We started the year off not knowing that we would be without a vicar at the end of it.  This has made our jobs a lot 
harder as we are now responsible for all that happens in church and its upkeep.  Luckily, we have been able to get 
visiting Vicars to cover our Holy Communion services until the end of July and we are in the process of covering the 
rest of the year. We had good attendance for our special services such as Remembrance Service, Crib and 
Christingle Service and Community Carols.  

We are very lucky in our Social Committee who work hard to fundraise, and we would not have been able to pay 
40% of our parish share without their help.  We thoroughly enjoyed all their events during the year, namely, the 
Afternoon Tea, Pudding Evening, a Concert, Harvest Lunch, Bazaar and Christmas Tree Festival, Beetle Drive and 
the popular Lent Lunches.  We were also able to raise £1741 during the year for other charities.  

Our outreach community events where everyone is welcome, continues to thrive such as our monthly Men’s 
Breakfast, our weekly Wednesday Community Coffee mornings and although our Knit and Natter group is small, we 
have been able to give some lovely displays, namely harvest fruit and vegetables and poppies.  We have also been 
involved in projects such as knitting Prayer Squares for Five Wells Prison and our new project is knitted hats for 
premature babies at Kettering General Hospital.  

Reverend Denise Maud started a monthly youth group when she was here, and it is still growing in numbers and 
luckily, we now have a team of volunteers who will help this continue. Unfortunately, our toddler group Little Lights 
stopped in December, but we hope that this will be reinstated in the coming year.   

We had a new notice board erected last year where you will find all services and activities for the coming week. The 
new churchyard is looking good at the moment and with the addition of the bench it is a nice place to sit and 
reflect. We are always happy to accept help in maintaining it and we have been thankful for the bird boxes, bug 
hotel and planting of bulbs and flowers from village volunteers.  

This year we aim to have a Stewardship Campaign and hopefully build on all the activities that happen in Church.  

We have had a very busy year and thank everybody for the help and support they give to enable us to keep the 
church open.  

Andrew Henderson and June Timson, Churchwardens 
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7. Yoga club  

The yoga class has been running for many years.  

We meet on the majority of Thursday mornings 9.30-11am where students experience a comprehensive approach 
to body, mind and breath awareness with the intention of restoring/maintaining physical and mental well-being. 

The class has been fully subscribed with regulars for some time and there is a waiting list of people wanting to join. 

Anne Widdup, class teacher 

8. Chair Keep Fit club 

Chair Keep Fit at our village hall is a long-running and popular class that has been supporting health and wellbeing 
in the community for over 15 years. Designed to be accessible for all ages and abilities, the sessions use seated 
exercises to gently improve strength, flexibility, and coordination. The class is suitable for both ladies and men and 
provides a safe, welcoming environment for anyone looking to stay active without the intensity of traditional 
workouts. 

With a strong and loyal membership, Chair Keep Fit is not only about exercise but also about building connections 
and enjoying the social side of fitness. The group always welcomes new members, and whether you're looking to 
improve your physical health or simply meet new people, you’ll find a friendly and inclusive atmosphere. It’s a great 
way to be part of a supportive community while keeping fit and having fun. 

Helen Smith, volunteer events co-ordinator 

9. St Mary’s Church Heritage Trust 

The St Mary's Church Heritage Committee was formed in 1999 and our role is solely to raise funds for the 
upkeep of the fabric and permanent fixtures and fittings of the Church building. 

We are made up of three Trustees, consisting of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer and a representative 
from the PCC. 

We organise events during the year to raise those funds and these are usually advertised by posters and 
more recently Facebook. 

Kev Barton, Trust volunteer 
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1. Little Harrowden Primary School 

It’s been another fantastic and busy year at our village school, packed full of activities, learning, and lots 
of fun along the way! One of the big highlights for the children has been the new trim trail we installed in 
the playground. It’s incredibly popular and is a great way for everyone to stay active during breaktimes. 

Our children have had some brilliant trips and experiences this year. Year 5 enjoyed a residential trip to 
Derbyshire, and Year 6 headed off to Osmington Bay in Dorset for their residential. Reception loved their 
day out at West Lodge Farm, while Years 3 and 4 had a wonderful visit to Twycross Zoo. We also had 
swimming lessons for our Year 4 and 5 pupils, and Reception and Year 1 have really enjoyed their weekly 
Muddy Monday outdoor sessions. 

There have been so many opportunities for our children to shine in school too. We’ve had a year’s worth 
of fantastic class assemblies, VIP assemblies, and Headteacher’s Teas. Our weekly "Come and Read" 
sessions with parents in Reception and Key Stage 1 have been lovely, and our Year 4 children gave a 
brilliant recorder recital assembly. Our Year 5 and 6 pupils put on an incredible Summer Show, and of 
course, we celebrated the end of the year in style with the Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly and Disco. 

Festivals and celebrations have been a real highlight too. We marked Harvest Festival with generous 
donations to the Daylight Centre, held a Christmas Fair, and entered a "Kindness is Key" tree into the 
Christmas Tree Festival. We celebrated Stammer Awareness Day, Children’s Mental Health Week, Safer 
Internet Day, and took part in Red Nose Day and Children in Need. Our whole school enjoyed a trip to the 
pantomime, and we loved our Christmas Mufti Day and Christmas Dinner together. Reception and Key 
Stage 1 delighted everyone with their nativity performances, and the whole school came together 
beautifully for our Carol Concert. 

Thanks to the brilliant support of our PTA, the children enjoyed events like the Halloween Disco, 
Friendship Disco, and a whole-school storytelling day. They also funded a Space Dome experience for 
every class, which was absolutely magical. Dojo rewards this year have included extra break times and 
even a trip to the local park! 

On the academic side, we’re incredibly proud of what our children have achieved: 

 77% of our Year 6 children passed their Key Stage 2 SATs in Reading, Writing, and Maths, with 20% reaching 
the higher standard across all three.  

 91% of our Year 1 pupils passed the phonics screening check, and  
 85% of our Reception children achieved a Good Level of Development.  
 We also ran a number of information evenings for parents, covering topics like Maths, SATs, and Year 2 

assessments, to help everyone feel informed and supported. 

We’ve also kept a strong focus on wellbeing and safety, with visits from our local PCSO, NSPCC workshops 
for several year groups, and mental health workshops across Key Stage 2. Our Year 6 children also took 
part in an interfaith workshop to broaden their understanding of different religions and cultures. 

Finally, we’ve been busy welcoming new families, with multiple school tours and a lovely "Come and Play" 
session for our prospective Reception 2025 children. 

It’s been a truly brilliant year, and none of it would be possible without the amazing efforts of our staff, 
children, parents, and wider community. Thank you all for your continued support! 

Beth Renshaw 
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2. Little Harrowden Village Hall  

Our village hall is bustling with activities including Yoga, Keep Fit classes, Short Mat Bowls, and the Village Hall Café. 
We are excited to announce the launch of a new Children's Art Club starting at the end of April, which will be held 
every Saturday morning. These activities cater to a wide range of interests and provide opportunities for 
community engagement. 

To promote these events, we have been regularly advertising on the village Facebook page and have recently 
launched our own page to reach more residents. The response has been encouraging, and we look forward to 
seeing increased participation in our village hall activities. 

Helen Smith, Volunteer Activities Co-ordinator 

3. Little Harrowden Working Men’s Club  

 

Chairman 
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During the week we have skittles, darts, pool leagues, Bingo on a Friday evening and a National Pigeon club that are 
at the rear of the building.  

We have live music twice a month on a Saturday and hold any special events for all occasions.  

We also have a regular live Country music entertainer, Robbo and friends. Robbo has been playing within the club 
for many years and loves a little banter.   

Memberships are only £10 per year and are available from behind the bar but don’t be afraid to come along and 
join us for an evening or two because we do welcome non-members.  

In October we will be celebrating the Club’s birthday of 100 years. More details to follow.  

We look forward to welcoming you all soon. 

Sarah Wilford, committee member  

4. Red Telephone Box Lending Library 

The Phone Box Lending Library has proven to be a remarkable success within our village community becoming a 
well-loved feature, with generous support from residents who have contributed many book donations. As a result, 
all three shelves inside the phone box are now full to the brim with a diverse range of books which include 
children’s books, cookbooks, autobiographies, fiction, and non-fiction titles, ensuring there is something available 
for everyone. 

Due to the overwhelming number of donations, we added a box at the bottom of the phone box to provide more 
space for books. This simple addition has allowed us to accommodate the growing collection while maintaining an 
organised and welcoming atmosphere. 

The initiative has been further supported by volunteers, including local teenagers completing their Duke of 
Edinburgh (DofE) awards. Their help has been invaluable in keeping the phone box clean, drying out books that 
have become damp, and creating posters and decorations to keep the space visually appealing. In addition to this 
lots of children in the village have been supporting to keep the phone box clean and tidy. They have helped by 
making sure the books remain on the shelf and using the wipes I provided to keep it dust and dirt free. I aim to visit 
the phone box once a week to keep on top of maintenance and rotate books when needed.  

From observation and feedback, it is clear that the phone box is being used regularly. Many villagers, particularly 
younger children, are making use of the facility, exchanging books, and enjoying the variety on offer. Each time the 
phone box is checked, new books appear, showing that the community is actively engaging with the project. 

However, the popularity of the library has also led to some challenges. At one point, the volume of book donations 
became difficult to manage, with people leaving piles of books inside the phone box on the floor. Unfortunately, 
this led to some of the books becoming wet and mouldy. To address this, a message was posted on Facebook 
asking villagers to contact us before donating books. Damaged books were removed, and others were stored for 
future rotation. This approach has been effective in resolving the issue. I also made sure that the signs were 
displayed clearly so villagers were reminded of what to do with book donations. In addition, villagers suggested 
adding another box inside the phone box for extra storage, which has proven helpful. 

Looking ahead, there are plans to redecorate the phone box with funding given by our Ward Councillors Lora 
Lawman, Clive Hallam and Scott Brown through the Member’s Empowerment Fund. Thanks go to them for their 
generosity and to Little Harrowden Parish Council for applying for the grant, supplying and fitting the shelves and 
arranging the refurbishment which should be started in the next couple of weeks. The redecoration will include 
adding more shelving and ensuring it is watertight, so books stay clean and dry throughout the year.  

For the coming year, the aim is to further enhance the appeal of the lending library by introducing board games and 
children’s activity packs. There are also plans to launch reading competitions to encourage more participation 
across all age groups. Seasonal themes, such as Easter and Christmas, will be incorporated into the decorations to 
keep the phone box inviting and festive throughout the year. 
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In summary, the Phone Box Lending Library has become a thriving community asset. With continued support and 
development, it promises to remain a cherished resource for the village. 

Beverley Smith, founder and volunteer 

5. Indoor Short Mat Bowls Club  

Little Harrowden Bowls Club originally started up in the Working Man's Club, Main Street, subsequently moving to 
the Village Hall in the 1980s. 

Prior to Covid we met twice a week but now we meet every Tuesday afternoon, 2.00pm- 4.00pm.  

Most of the members live outside the village in Kettering, Wellingborough and Irchester with only 4 members living 
in Little Harrowden. 

The Club used to take part in League matches but, because those members who were interested in competitions 
have now passed away, we just compete against each other.  

There is no Committee. We do have a Treasurer who is responsible for taking the weekly and yearly subscriptions 
and ensuring the books are audited and a Social Secretary who ensures there are refreshments available for 
Tuesday afternoons. 

Carol Brady, volunteer and participant 

6. St Mary’s the Virgin Church 

We started the year off not knowing that we would be without a vicar at the end of it.  This has made our jobs a lot 
harder as we are now responsible for all that happens in church and its upkeep.  Luckily, we have been able to get 
visiting Vicars to cover our Holy Communion services until the end of July and we are in the process of covering the 
rest of the year. We had good attendance for our special services such as Remembrance Service, Crib and 
Christingle Service and Community Carols.  

We are very lucky in our Social Committee who work hard to fundraise, and we would not have been able to pay 
40% of our parish share without their help.  We thoroughly enjoyed all their events during the year, namely, the 
Afternoon Tea, Pudding Evening, a Concert, Harvest Lunch, Bazaar and Christmas Tree Festival, Beetle Drive and 
the popular Lent Lunches.  We were also able to raise £1741 during the year for other charities.  

Our outreach community events where everyone is welcome, continues to thrive such as our monthly Men’s 
Breakfast, our weekly Wednesday Community Coffee mornings and although our Knit and Natter group is small, we 
have been able to give some lovely displays, namely harvest fruit and vegetables and poppies.  We have also been 
involved in projects such as knitting Prayer Squares for Five Wells Prison and our new project is knitted hats for 
premature babies at Kettering General Hospital.  

Reverend Denise Maud started a monthly youth group when she was here, and it is still growing in numbers and 
luckily, we now have a team of volunteers who will help this continue. Unfortunately, our toddler group Little Lights 
stopped in December, but we hope that this will be reinstated in the coming year.   

We had a new notice board erected last year where you will find all services and activities for the coming week. The 
new churchyard is looking good at the moment and with the addition of the bench it is a nice place to sit and 
reflect. We are always happy to accept help in maintaining it and we have been thankful for the bird boxes, bug 
hotel and planting of bulbs and flowers from village volunteers.  

This year we aim to have a Stewardship Campaign and hopefully build on all the activities that happen in Church.  

We have had a very busy year and thank everybody for the help and support they give to enable us to keep the 
church open.  

Andrew Henderson and June Timson, Churchwardens 
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7. Yoga club  

The yoga class has been running for many years.  

We meet on the majority of Thursday mornings 9.30-11am where students experience a comprehensive approach 
to body, mind and breath awareness with the intention of restoring/maintaining physical and mental well-being. 

The class has been fully subscribed with regulars for some time and there is a waiting list of people wanting to join. 

Anne Widdup, class teacher 

8. Chair Keep Fit club 

Chair Keep Fit at our village hall is a long-running and popular class that has been supporting health and wellbeing 
in the community for over 15 years. Designed to be accessible for all ages and abilities, the sessions use seated 
exercises to gently improve strength, flexibility, and coordination. The class is suitable for both ladies and men and 
provides a safe, welcoming environment for anyone looking to stay active without the intensity of traditional 
workouts. 

With a strong and loyal membership, Chair Keep Fit is not only about exercise but also about building connections 
and enjoying the social side of fitness. The group always welcomes new members, and whether you're looking to 
improve your physical health or simply meet new people, you’ll find a friendly and inclusive atmosphere. It’s a great 
way to be part of a supportive community while keeping fit and having fun. 

Helen Smith, volunteer events co-ordinator 

9. St Mary’s Church Heritage Trust 

The St Mary's Church Heritage Committee was formed in 1999 and our role is solely to raise funds for the 
upkeep of the fabric and permanent fixtures and fittings of the Church building. 

We are made up of three Trustees, consisting of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer and a representative 
from the PCC. 

We organise events during the year to raise those funds and these are usually advertised by posters and 
more recently Facebook. 

Kev Barton, Trust volunteer 
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A words of thanks to our wonderful clubs, societies and venues… 

In a time when life can seem lonely, when our local facilities all seem to be facing hardship and closing, or are 

at risk of closing, we feel so lucky to have all these facilities on our doorstep and wanted the Parish Forum to 

be a time to celebrate all the hard work and enthusiasm of all the staff and volunteers who strive to keep 

these activities, clubs and venues open to serve the community of Little Harrowden.  

We thank you all.  

You are amazing! 

 

 

Are you a villager?  

Do you live or work within 3 miles of Little Harrowden?  

Do you value the village and the work and services it offers?  

Can you volunteer a helping hand?  

 

Our venues and clubs need all the help they can get. Please get in touch with Sylvia  

clerk@littleharrowdenparishcouncil.gov.uk 

if you want to meet new people, make new friends and have time to spare to volunteer. 
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1. Little Harrowden Primary School 

It’s been another fantastic and busy year at our village school, packed full of activities, learning, and lots 
of fun along the way! One of the big highlights for the children has been the new trim trail we installed in 
the playground. It’s incredibly popular and is a great way for everyone to stay active during breaktimes. 

Our children have had some brilliant trips and experiences this year. Year 5 enjoyed a residential trip to 
Derbyshire, and Year 6 headed off to Osmington Bay in Dorset for their residential. Reception loved their 
day out at West Lodge Farm, while Years 3 and 4 had a wonderful visit to Twycross Zoo. We also had 
swimming lessons for our Year 4 and 5 pupils, and Reception and Year 1 have really enjoyed their weekly 
Muddy Monday outdoor sessions. 

There have been so many opportunities for our children to shine in school too. We’ve had a year’s worth 
of fantastic class assemblies, VIP assemblies, and Headteacher’s Teas. Our weekly "Come and Read" 
sessions with parents in Reception and Key Stage 1 have been lovely, and our Year 4 children gave a 
brilliant recorder recital assembly. Our Year 5 and 6 pupils put on an incredible Summer Show, and of 
course, we celebrated the end of the year in style with the Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly and Disco. 

Festivals and celebrations have been a real highlight too. We marked Harvest Festival with generous 
donations to the Daylight Centre, held a Christmas Fair, and entered a "Kindness is Key" tree into the 
Christmas Tree Festival. We celebrated Stammer Awareness Day, Children’s Mental Health Week, Safer 
Internet Day, and took part in Red Nose Day and Children in Need. Our whole school enjoyed a trip to the 
pantomime, and we loved our Christmas Mufti Day and Christmas Dinner together. Reception and Key 
Stage 1 delighted everyone with their nativity performances, and the whole school came together 
beautifully for our Carol Concert. 

Thanks to the brilliant support of our PTA, the children enjoyed events like the Halloween Disco, 
Friendship Disco, and a whole-school storytelling day. They also funded a Space Dome experience for 
every class, which was absolutely magical. Dojo rewards this year have included extra break times and 
even a trip to the local park! 

On the academic side, we’re incredibly proud of what our children have achieved: 

 77% of our Year 6 children passed their Key Stage 2 SATs in Reading, Writing, and Maths, with 20% reaching 
the higher standard across all three.  

 91% of our Year 1 pupils passed the phonics screening check, and  
 85% of our Reception children achieved a Good Level of Development.  
 We also ran a number of information evenings for parents, covering topics like Maths, SATs, and Year 2 

assessments, to help everyone feel informed and supported. 

We’ve also kept a strong focus on wellbeing and safety, with visits from our local PCSO, NSPCC workshops 
for several year groups, and mental health workshops across Key Stage 2. Our Year 6 children also took 
part in an interfaith workshop to broaden their understanding of different religions and cultures. 

Finally, we’ve been busy welcoming new families, with multiple school tours and a lovely "Come and Play" 
session for our prospective Reception 2025 children. 

It’s been a truly brilliant year, and none of it would be possible without the amazing efforts of our staff, 
children, parents, and wider community. Thank you all for your continued support! 

Beth Renshaw 
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2. Little Harrowden Village Hall  

Our village hall is bustling with activities including Yoga, Keep Fit classes, Short Mat Bowls, and the Village Hall Café. 
We are excited to announce the launch of a new Children's Art Club starting at the end of April, which will be held 
every Saturday morning. These activities cater to a wide range of interests and provide opportunities for 
community engagement. 

To promote these events, we have been regularly advertising on the village Facebook page and have recently 
launched our own page to reach more residents. The response has been encouraging, and we look forward to 
seeing increased participation in our village hall activities. 

Helen Smith, Volunteer Activities Co-ordinator 

3. Little Harrowden Working Men’s Club  

 

Chairman 
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During the week we have skittles, darts, pool leagues, Bingo on a Friday evening and a National Pigeon club that are 
at the rear of the building.  

We have live music twice a month on a Saturday and hold any special events for all occasions.  

We also have a regular live Country music entertainer, Robbo and friends. Robbo has been playing within the club 
for many years and loves a little banter.   

Memberships are only £10 per year and are available from behind the bar but don’t be afraid to come along and 
join us for an evening or two because we do welcome non-members.  

In October we will be celebrating the Club’s birthday of 100 years. More details to follow.  

We look forward to welcoming you all soon. 

Sarah Wilford, committee member  

4. Red Telephone Box Lending Library 

The Phone Box Lending Library has proven to be a remarkable success within our village community becoming a 
well-loved feature, with generous support from residents who have contributed many book donations. As a result, 
all three shelves inside the phone box are now full to the brim with a diverse range of books which include 
children’s books, cookbooks, autobiographies, fiction, and non-fiction titles, ensuring there is something available 
for everyone. 

Due to the overwhelming number of donations, we added a box at the bottom of the phone box to provide more 
space for books. This simple addition has allowed us to accommodate the growing collection while maintaining an 
organised and welcoming atmosphere. 

The initiative has been further supported by volunteers, including local teenagers completing their Duke of 
Edinburgh (DofE) awards. Their help has been invaluable in keeping the phone box clean, drying out books that 
have become damp, and creating posters and decorations to keep the space visually appealing. In addition to this 
lots of children in the village have been supporting to keep the phone box clean and tidy. They have helped by 
making sure the books remain on the shelf and using the wipes I provided to keep it dust and dirt free. I aim to visit 
the phone box once a week to keep on top of maintenance and rotate books when needed.  

From observation and feedback, it is clear that the phone box is being used regularly. Many villagers, particularly 
younger children, are making use of the facility, exchanging books, and enjoying the variety on offer. Each time the 
phone box is checked, new books appear, showing that the community is actively engaging with the project. 

However, the popularity of the library has also led to some challenges. At one point, the volume of book donations 
became difficult to manage, with people leaving piles of books inside the phone box on the floor. Unfortunately, 
this led to some of the books becoming wet and mouldy. To address this, a message was posted on Facebook 
asking villagers to contact us before donating books. Damaged books were removed, and others were stored for 
future rotation. This approach has been effective in resolving the issue. I also made sure that the signs were 
displayed clearly so villagers were reminded of what to do with book donations. In addition, villagers suggested 
adding another box inside the phone box for extra storage, which has proven helpful. 

Looking ahead, there are plans to redecorate the phone box with funding given by our Ward Councillors Lora 
Lawman, Clive Hallam and Scott Brown through the Member’s Empowerment Fund. Thanks go to them for their 
generosity and to Little Harrowden Parish Council for applying for the grant, supplying and fitting the shelves and 
arranging the refurbishment which should be started in the next couple of weeks. The redecoration will include 
adding more shelving and ensuring it is watertight, so books stay clean and dry throughout the year.  

For the coming year, the aim is to further enhance the appeal of the lending library by introducing board games and 
children’s activity packs. There are also plans to launch reading competitions to encourage more participation 
across all age groups. Seasonal themes, such as Easter and Christmas, will be incorporated into the decorations to 
keep the phone box inviting and festive throughout the year. 
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In summary, the Phone Box Lending Library has become a thriving community asset. With continued support and 
development, it promises to remain a cherished resource for the village. 

Beverley Smith, founder and volunteer 

5. Indoor Short Mat Bowls Club  

Little Harrowden Bowls Club originally started up in the Working Man's Club, Main Street, subsequently moving to 
the Village Hall in the 1980s. 

Prior to Covid we met twice a week but now we meet every Tuesday afternoon, 2.00pm- 4.00pm.  

Most of the members live outside the village in Kettering, Wellingborough and Irchester with only 4 members living 
in Little Harrowden. 

The Club used to take part in League matches but, because those members who were interested in competitions 
have now passed away, we just compete against each other.  

There is no Committee. We do have a Treasurer who is responsible for taking the weekly and yearly subscriptions 
and ensuring the books are audited and a Social Secretary who ensures there are refreshments available for 
Tuesday afternoons. 

Carol Brady, volunteer and participant 

6. St Mary’s the Virgin Church 

We started the year off not knowing that we would be without a vicar at the end of it.  This has made our jobs a lot 
harder as we are now responsible for all that happens in church and its upkeep.  Luckily, we have been able to get 
visiting Vicars to cover our Holy Communion services until the end of July and we are in the process of covering the 
rest of the year. We had good attendance for our special services such as Remembrance Service, Crib and 
Christingle Service and Community Carols.  

We are very lucky in our Social Committee who work hard to fundraise, and we would not have been able to pay 
40% of our parish share without their help.  We thoroughly enjoyed all their events during the year, namely, the 
Afternoon Tea, Pudding Evening, a Concert, Harvest Lunch, Bazaar and Christmas Tree Festival, Beetle Drive and 
the popular Lent Lunches.  We were also able to raise £1741 during the year for other charities.  

Our outreach community events where everyone is welcome, continues to thrive such as our monthly Men’s 
Breakfast, our weekly Wednesday Community Coffee mornings and although our Knit and Natter group is small, we 
have been able to give some lovely displays, namely harvest fruit and vegetables and poppies.  We have also been 
involved in projects such as knitting Prayer Squares for Five Wells Prison and our new project is knitted hats for 
premature babies at Kettering General Hospital.  

Reverend Denise Maud started a monthly youth group when she was here, and it is still growing in numbers and 
luckily, we now have a team of volunteers who will help this continue. Unfortunately, our toddler group Little Lights 
stopped in December, but we hope that this will be reinstated in the coming year.   

We had a new notice board erected last year where you will find all services and activities for the coming week. The 
new churchyard is looking good at the moment and with the addition of the bench it is a nice place to sit and 
reflect. We are always happy to accept help in maintaining it and we have been thankful for the bird boxes, bug 
hotel and planting of bulbs and flowers from village volunteers.  

This year we aim to have a Stewardship Campaign and hopefully build on all the activities that happen in Church.  

We have had a very busy year and thank everybody for the help and support they give to enable us to keep the 
church open.  

Andrew Henderson and June Timson, Churchwardens 
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7. Yoga club  

The yoga class has been running for many years.  

We meet on the majority of Thursday mornings 9.30-11am where students experience a comprehensive approach 
to body, mind and breath awareness with the intention of restoring/maintaining physical and mental well-being. 

The class has been fully subscribed with regulars for some time and there is a waiting list of people wanting to join. 

Anne Widdup, class teacher 

8. Chair Keep Fit club 

Chair Keep Fit at our village hall is a long-running and popular class that has been supporting health and wellbeing 
in the community for over 15 years. Designed to be accessible for all ages and abilities, the sessions use seated 
exercises to gently improve strength, flexibility, and coordination. The class is suitable for both ladies and men and 
provides a safe, welcoming environment for anyone looking to stay active without the intensity of traditional 
workouts. 

With a strong and loyal membership, Chair Keep Fit is not only about exercise but also about building connections 
and enjoying the social side of fitness. The group always welcomes new members, and whether you're looking to 
improve your physical health or simply meet new people, you’ll find a friendly and inclusive atmosphere. It’s a great 
way to be part of a supportive community while keeping fit and having fun. 

Helen Smith, volunteer events co-ordinator 

9. St Mary’s Church Heritage Trust 

The St Mary's Church Heritage Committee was formed in 1999 and our role is solely to raise funds for the 
upkeep of the fabric and permanent fixtures and fittings of the Church building. 

We are made up of three Trustees, consisting of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer and a representative 
from the PCC. 

We organise events during the year to raise those funds and these are usually advertised by posters and 
more recently Facebook. 

Kev Barton, Trust volunteer 
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A words of thanks to our wonderful clubs, societies and venues… 

In a time when life can seem lonely, when our local facilities all seem to be facing hardship and closing, or are 

at risk of closing, we feel so lucky to have all these facilities on our doorstep and wanted the Parish Forum to 

be a time to celebrate all the hard work and enthusiasm of all the staff and volunteers who strive to keep 

these activities, clubs and venues open to serve the community of Little Harrowden.  

We thank you all.  

You are amazing! 

 

 

Are you a villager?  

Do you live or work within 3 miles of Little Harrowden?  

Do you value the village and the work and services it offers?  

Can you volunteer a helping hand?  

 

Our venues and clubs need all the help they can get. Please get in touch with Sylvia  

clerk@littleharrowdenparishcouncil.gov.uk 

if you want to meet new people, make new friends and have time to spare to volunteer. 
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1. Little Harrowden Primary School 

It’s been another fantastic and busy year at our village school, packed full of activities, learning, and lots 
of fun along the way! One of the big highlights for the children has been the new trim trail we installed in 
the playground. It’s incredibly popular and is a great way for everyone to stay active during breaktimes. 

Our children have had some brilliant trips and experiences this year. Year 5 enjoyed a residential trip to 
Derbyshire, and Year 6 headed off to Osmington Bay in Dorset for their residential. Reception loved their 
day out at West Lodge Farm, while Years 3 and 4 had a wonderful visit to Twycross Zoo. We also had 
swimming lessons for our Year 4 and 5 pupils, and Reception and Year 1 have really enjoyed their weekly 
Muddy Monday outdoor sessions. 

There have been so many opportunities for our children to shine in school too. We’ve had a year’s worth 
of fantastic class assemblies, VIP assemblies, and Headteacher’s Teas. Our weekly "Come and Read" 
sessions with parents in Reception and Key Stage 1 have been lovely, and our Year 4 children gave a 
brilliant recorder recital assembly. Our Year 5 and 6 pupils put on an incredible Summer Show, and of 
course, we celebrated the end of the year in style with the Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly and Disco. 

Festivals and celebrations have been a real highlight too. We marked Harvest Festival with generous 
donations to the Daylight Centre, held a Christmas Fair, and entered a "Kindness is Key" tree into the 
Christmas Tree Festival. We celebrated Stammer Awareness Day, Children’s Mental Health Week, Safer 
Internet Day, and took part in Red Nose Day and Children in Need. Our whole school enjoyed a trip to the 
pantomime, and we loved our Christmas Mufti Day and Christmas Dinner together. Reception and Key 
Stage 1 delighted everyone with their nativity performances, and the whole school came together 
beautifully for our Carol Concert. 

Thanks to the brilliant support of our PTA, the children enjoyed events like the Halloween Disco, 
Friendship Disco, and a whole-school storytelling day. They also funded a Space Dome experience for 
every class, which was absolutely magical. Dojo rewards this year have included extra break times and 
even a trip to the local park! 

On the academic side, we’re incredibly proud of what our children have achieved: 

 77% of our Year 6 children passed their Key Stage 2 SATs in Reading, Writing, and Maths, with 20% reaching 
the higher standard across all three.  

 91% of our Year 1 pupils passed the phonics screening check, and  
 85% of our Reception children achieved a Good Level of Development.  
 We also ran a number of information evenings for parents, covering topics like Maths, SATs, and Year 2 

assessments, to help everyone feel informed and supported. 

We’ve also kept a strong focus on wellbeing and safety, with visits from our local PCSO, NSPCC workshops 
for several year groups, and mental health workshops across Key Stage 2. Our Year 6 children also took 
part in an interfaith workshop to broaden their understanding of different religions and cultures. 

Finally, we’ve been busy welcoming new families, with multiple school tours and a lovely "Come and Play" 
session for our prospective Reception 2025 children. 

It’s been a truly brilliant year, and none of it would be possible without the amazing efforts of our staff, 
children, parents, and wider community. Thank you all for your continued support! 

Beth Renshaw 
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2. Little Harrowden Village Hall  

Our village hall is bustling with activities including Yoga, Keep Fit classes, Short Mat Bowls, and the Village Hall Café. 
We are excited to announce the launch of a new Children's Art Club starting at the end of April, which will be held 
every Saturday morning. These activities cater to a wide range of interests and provide opportunities for 
community engagement. 

To promote these events, we have been regularly advertising on the village Facebook page and have recently 
launched our own page to reach more residents. The response has been encouraging, and we look forward to 
seeing increased participation in our village hall activities. 

Helen Smith, Volunteer Activities Co-ordinator 

3. Little Harrowden Working Men’s Club  

 

Chairman 
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During the week we have skittles, darts, pool leagues, Bingo on a Friday evening and a National Pigeon club that are 
at the rear of the building.  

We have live music twice a month on a Saturday and hold any special events for all occasions.  

We also have a regular live Country music entertainer, Robbo and friends. Robbo has been playing within the club 
for many years and loves a little banter.   

Memberships are only £10 per year and are available from behind the bar but don’t be afraid to come along and 
join us for an evening or two because we do welcome non-members.  

In October we will be celebrating the Club’s birthday of 100 years. More details to follow.  

We look forward to welcoming you all soon. 

Sarah Wilford, committee member  

4. Red Telephone Box Lending Library 

The Phone Box Lending Library has proven to be a remarkable success within our village community becoming a 
well-loved feature, with generous support from residents who have contributed many book donations. As a result, 
all three shelves inside the phone box are now full to the brim with a diverse range of books which include 
children’s books, cookbooks, autobiographies, fiction, and non-fiction titles, ensuring there is something available 
for everyone. 

Due to the overwhelming number of donations, we added a box at the bottom of the phone box to provide more 
space for books. This simple addition has allowed us to accommodate the growing collection while maintaining an 
organised and welcoming atmosphere. 

The initiative has been further supported by volunteers, including local teenagers completing their Duke of 
Edinburgh (DofE) awards. Their help has been invaluable in keeping the phone box clean, drying out books that 
have become damp, and creating posters and decorations to keep the space visually appealing. In addition to this 
lots of children in the village have been supporting to keep the phone box clean and tidy. They have helped by 
making sure the books remain on the shelf and using the wipes I provided to keep it dust and dirt free. I aim to visit 
the phone box once a week to keep on top of maintenance and rotate books when needed.  

From observation and feedback, it is clear that the phone box is being used regularly. Many villagers, particularly 
younger children, are making use of the facility, exchanging books, and enjoying the variety on offer. Each time the 
phone box is checked, new books appear, showing that the community is actively engaging with the project. 

However, the popularity of the library has also led to some challenges. At one point, the volume of book donations 
became difficult to manage, with people leaving piles of books inside the phone box on the floor. Unfortunately, 
this led to some of the books becoming wet and mouldy. To address this, a message was posted on Facebook 
asking villagers to contact us before donating books. Damaged books were removed, and others were stored for 
future rotation. This approach has been effective in resolving the issue. I also made sure that the signs were 
displayed clearly so villagers were reminded of what to do with book donations. In addition, villagers suggested 
adding another box inside the phone box for extra storage, which has proven helpful. 

Looking ahead, there are plans to redecorate the phone box with funding given by our Ward Councillors Lora 
Lawman, Clive Hallam and Scott Brown through the Member’s Empowerment Fund. Thanks go to them for their 
generosity and to Little Harrowden Parish Council for applying for the grant, supplying and fitting the shelves and 
arranging the refurbishment which should be started in the next couple of weeks. The redecoration will include 
adding more shelving and ensuring it is watertight, so books stay clean and dry throughout the year.  

For the coming year, the aim is to further enhance the appeal of the lending library by introducing board games and 
children’s activity packs. There are also plans to launch reading competitions to encourage more participation 
across all age groups. Seasonal themes, such as Easter and Christmas, will be incorporated into the decorations to 
keep the phone box inviting and festive throughout the year. 
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In summary, the Phone Box Lending Library has become a thriving community asset. With continued support and 
development, it promises to remain a cherished resource for the village. 

Beverley Smith, founder and volunteer 

5. Indoor Short Mat Bowls Club  

Little Harrowden Bowls Club originally started up in the Working Man's Club, Main Street, subsequently moving to 
the Village Hall in the 1980s. 

Prior to Covid we met twice a week but now we meet every Tuesday afternoon, 2.00pm- 4.00pm.  

Most of the members live outside the village in Kettering, Wellingborough and Irchester with only 4 members living 
in Little Harrowden. 

The Club used to take part in League matches but, because those members who were interested in competitions 
have now passed away, we just compete against each other.  

There is no Committee. We do have a Treasurer who is responsible for taking the weekly and yearly subscriptions 
and ensuring the books are audited and a Social Secretary who ensures there are refreshments available for 
Tuesday afternoons. 

Carol Brady, volunteer and participant 

6. St Mary’s the Virgin Church 

We started the year off not knowing that we would be without a vicar at the end of it.  This has made our jobs a lot 
harder as we are now responsible for all that happens in church and its upkeep.  Luckily, we have been able to get 
visiting Vicars to cover our Holy Communion services until the end of July and we are in the process of covering the 
rest of the year. We had good attendance for our special services such as Remembrance Service, Crib and 
Christingle Service and Community Carols.  

We are very lucky in our Social Committee who work hard to fundraise, and we would not have been able to pay 
40% of our parish share without their help.  We thoroughly enjoyed all their events during the year, namely, the 
Afternoon Tea, Pudding Evening, a Concert, Harvest Lunch, Bazaar and Christmas Tree Festival, Beetle Drive and 
the popular Lent Lunches.  We were also able to raise £1741 during the year for other charities.  

Our outreach community events where everyone is welcome, continues to thrive such as our monthly Men’s 
Breakfast, our weekly Wednesday Community Coffee mornings and although our Knit and Natter group is small, we 
have been able to give some lovely displays, namely harvest fruit and vegetables and poppies.  We have also been 
involved in projects such as knitting Prayer Squares for Five Wells Prison and our new project is knitted hats for 
premature babies at Kettering General Hospital.  

Reverend Denise Maud started a monthly youth group when she was here, and it is still growing in numbers and 
luckily, we now have a team of volunteers who will help this continue. Unfortunately, our toddler group Little Lights 
stopped in December, but we hope that this will be reinstated in the coming year.   

We had a new notice board erected last year where you will find all services and activities for the coming week. The 
new churchyard is looking good at the moment and with the addition of the bench it is a nice place to sit and 
reflect. We are always happy to accept help in maintaining it and we have been thankful for the bird boxes, bug 
hotel and planting of bulbs and flowers from village volunteers.  

This year we aim to have a Stewardship Campaign and hopefully build on all the activities that happen in Church.  

We have had a very busy year and thank everybody for the help and support they give to enable us to keep the 
church open.  

Andrew Henderson and June Timson, Churchwardens 
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7. Yoga club  

The yoga class has been running for many years.  

We meet on the majority of Thursday mornings 9.30-11am where students experience a comprehensive approach 
to body, mind and breath awareness with the intention of restoring/maintaining physical and mental well-being. 

The class has been fully subscribed with regulars for some time and there is a waiting list of people wanting to join. 

Anne Widdup, class teacher 

8. Chair Keep Fit club 

Chair Keep Fit at our village hall is a long-running and popular class that has been supporting health and wellbeing 
in the community for over 15 years. Designed to be accessible for all ages and abilities, the sessions use seated 
exercises to gently improve strength, flexibility, and coordination. The class is suitable for both ladies and men and 
provides a safe, welcoming environment for anyone looking to stay active without the intensity of traditional 
workouts. 

With a strong and loyal membership, Chair Keep Fit is not only about exercise but also about building connections 
and enjoying the social side of fitness. The group always welcomes new members, and whether you're looking to 
improve your physical health or simply meet new people, you’ll find a friendly and inclusive atmosphere. It’s a great 
way to be part of a supportive community while keeping fit and having fun. 

Helen Smith, volunteer events co-ordinator 

9. St Mary’s Church Heritage Trust 

The St Mary's Church Heritage Committee was formed in 1999 and our role is solely to raise funds for the 
upkeep of the fabric and permanent fixtures and fittings of the Church building. 

We are made up of three Trustees, consisting of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer and a representative 
from the PCC. 

We organise events during the year to raise those funds and these are usually advertised by posters and 
more recently Facebook. 

Kev Barton, Trust volunteer 
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A words of thanks to our wonderful clubs, societies and venues… 

In a time when life can seem lonely, when our local facilities all seem to be facing hardship and closing, or are 

at risk of closing, we feel so lucky to have all these facilities on our doorstep and wanted the Parish Forum to 

be a time to celebrate all the hard work and enthusiasm of all the staff and volunteers who strive to keep 

these activities, clubs and venues open to serve the community of Little Harrowden.  

We thank you all.  

You are amazing! 

 

 

Are you a villager?  

Do you live or work within 3 miles of Little Harrowden?  

Do you value the village and the work and services it offers?  

Can you volunteer a helping hand?  

 

Our venues and clubs need all the help they can get. Please get in touch with Sylvia  

clerk@littleharrowdenparishcouncil.gov.uk 

if you want to meet new people, make new friends and have time to spare to volunteer. 


