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Report from the council  
 

Council responsibilities for 2024-2025 

 

1. Internal financial controls officer Yvonne Blood 

2. Belgrove Park Nikki MacKay and Joanne Woods-Shepherd 

3. Highways and Speed Signs Richard Davies   

4. Police Liaison Richard Davies 

5. Neighbourhood Watch Richard Davies 

6. Neighbourhood Plan Richard Davies, Glynn Cotter, Joanne Woods-Shepherd and Dave Grout (resident) 

7. Village Hall Yvonne Blood 

8. Footpath Warden Nikki MacKay and Joanne Woods-Shepherd 

9. Community Speed Watch Yvonne Blood 

Changes to the Council 

Sadly, 2024 saw the resignation, after many years of service, of Nathan Cope, David Clark and Martin Jeffery.  The 
Council would like to take this opportunity to thank them for their commitment and support to the Council and for their 
years of service to improve Little Harrowden. 

Since being elected to the role of Chair in May 2024, Councillor Richard Davies has stepped into the breach, taking on 
several additional and busy roles left by these resignations.  The Council would like to express their deepest gratitude 
for all the hard work and effort that Richard has continued to provide over the past 6 months and earlier. 

The Council introduced a new Clerk and RFO in June 2024, Sylvia Tilaks. Thanks again to Martin for going above and 
beyond in his support of the Council and the village after giving nearly two years of his time undertaking the role of 
Clerk and RFO on a voluntary basis; this was no mean feat!  

This year we saw local elections across Northamptonshire on May 1st, 2025. We have been notified by Northants 
County Council Elections Department that we have two councillor vacancies and so the Council continues to seek 
residents and local employees to be co-opted as Members to help make Little Harrowden a great place to live and work.  

If you are interested in standing as a Councillor on one of the two remaining seats, then please come and speak to a 
Councillor or contact Sylvia to get more information. 

We are always pleased to see residents at the annual Parish and Council meetings and at the open forums on our 
monthly ordinary meetings. We welcome members of the village and beyond to attend. It is important that the Council 
represents the village effectively and to do this we have to hear from you, the residents.  

Would you like to understand more about what we do? Do you have concerns to raise or ideas to share? Come and join 
us on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at Little Harrowden Village Hall. Details of our meetings can be found at: 
www.littleharrowdenparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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An introduction to a few of our Councillors and volunteers: 

Cllr Richard Davies, Chair 

I became a Parish Councillor in January 2020, and was elected Chairman in May 2024, because I am passionate about 
improving our village having live here since 2002. I was previously on the committee that ran the Village Fete.  

I live in Bank Hill View with my wife Lisa, and we have 2 grown up children. Although now semi-retired I hold 3 Non-
Executive Director roles in a range of businesses so feel I have the relevant drive, experience and knowledge to be Chair 
to the Council. Aside from work, I am a keen golfer (member at Wellingborough Golf Club) and rugby enthusiast. Having 
played and coached for most of my life, I now help out as a referee at Northampton Old Scouts when I can; I am also a 
Saints season ticket holder. 

In addition to my role as Chair, I have taken on responsibility for Police Liaison, Neighbourhood Watch, the Flag in the 
Pocket Park, the Green Boy Road Safety sign and VAS.  

I am particularly interested in helping to improve the village facilities (particularly in the Pocket Park), managing the 
speeding and parking issues in the village, and the development of a Neighbourhood Plan which will help the village to 
take more control over what developments will and won’t be permitted thereby reflecting what residents, employees 
and employers both need and want. 

Cllr Yvonne Blood 

I have been on the Parish Council for a number of years during which time there have been many changes in the rules 
and regulations that have to be followed. This can make it very difficult when a resident makes a complaint to the Parish 
Council only to be told that it is not within their remit and why. We always do our best when giving information out to 
residents to advise them as to what they need to do.  

During the past year, apart from attending meetings on a regular basis, I have been involved in other roles within the PC 
including being the internal accounts controller, the representative on the Little Harrowden Village Hall Committee and 
also the co-ordinator for the Northamptonshire Police Speed Watch Campaign.  

I look forward to continuing my role as a councillor although it can be quite time consuming on occasions. It isn't always 
easy, but it is very satisfying because you are doing your best, along with the other councillors, to improve the village in 
which you live and work. 

Cllr Joanne Woods-Shepherd  

I currently share the responsibility of the play area in Belgrove Park and the public footpaths in the village. 

I have lived in the village for four years and am really enjoying living in here, fully appreciating the lovely walks I can go 
on, that are on my doorstep and the beautiful countryside. 

I currently work in education supporting ASD students and absolutely love my job. 

I joined the parish council as I thought it would be a great way to meet people and find out about the village, but one of 
my main motivations was to ensure that local voices are heard when decisions are made. Sometimes the concerns of 
smaller communities can be overlooked, and I wanted to be part of a team that makes sure our village is not just 
represented but actively involved in decisions affecting our village.  I hope to continue to contribute by bringing fresh 
ideas to the table and listening to what local people want in their village. 
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Glynn Cotter 

I have lived in Bank Hill View for 23 years with my wife Sarah. We have 2 children, who have subsequently "flown the 
nest" and 2 grandchildren, aged 7, who love the Pocket Park. 

I have a passion for local football, being involved with Ilchester United Football Club, where I have been Secretary for 
over 40 years. Now my football playing days are over, I have shifted my focus to golf, recently joining Wellingborough 
Golf Club. 

I retired in April 2024 after working for over forty years in Finance within the Credit Card industry, both in Northampton 
and London.   

I am relatively new to the Council, joining in November 2024 and currently involved in the Neighbourhood plan. 

 

Dave Grout 

Whilst not recently being a Parish Councillor, this is not through lack of interest. Previously I held the post of Chairman. 
However, due to ill health I had to resign whilst undergoing treatment. The good news is that I am now back fit and well 
and ready to resume a role on the Parish Council. 

I firmly believe in the positivity that a good strong communitive and listening council can play in enhancing the local 
community. The council can become a good catalyst in understanding the needs and wishes of all residents and 
providing the right response to ensuring an inclusive and hopefully happy community. 

My future role will be as part of the team looking at the Neighbourhood Plan, something which is now becoming more 
of a necessity, in ensuring that the wishes of the residents are heard loud and clear in the development of the parish. 

I look forward to serving you as a Parish Councillor and playing a vital role in our local community. 
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1. Finance and Internal Controls – Cllr Blood 

The Parish continues to be in a healthy financial position with the surplus for the year being £13,324 and the bank 
balance at the end of the financial year (31/3/25) standing at £41,981. Included in this are ring fenced funds of 

• £1,900 money from our wonderful Ward Councillors through the Member’s Empowerment Fund for the 
refurbishment of the Red Phone Box to pay to turn it into a lending library community resource  

• £7,200 for the new climbing wall recently erected in Belgrove Park through grant funding awarded by the 
National Lottery.  

The Council has set a prudent budget for 2024/25 with only a small increase in the precept of 3.1% to cover regular 
and statutory provision expenses. However, there are lots of village improvements being planned, for example 
creating a Neighbourhood Plan to protect our village and identify residents’ needs, more improvements to festive 
lighting, traffic calming and much more which will be funded through spending from reserves and grant funds. 

We continue to be open to suggestions to support or improve the public amenities of the village and any 
suggestions for other improvements around the village will be gratefully received and properly considered.  

We are satisfied with the level of reserves held and the financial results for the 2024/25 financial year. For full 
details see the financial report at the end of this document. 

2. Belgrove Park - Cllrs MacKay and Woods-Shepherd 

Continual assessments of the park showed the need for an improved footpath to the meadow as well as 
degradation of the fencing in that area. The council have since replaced several fence posts and rails, and work to 
ensure the fence’s structural integrity is ongoing. In addition to this, a complete renovation and installation of a 
hardcore path alongside the length of the park was successfully fitted. The contractor is due to address some of the 
noted issues with the overall finish in early May.  

Delays were experienced replacing worn playground equipment, but alternative suppliers have now been sourced 
and all work to replace or fix the play area should be much quicker this coming year. 

The Council won funding for a brand-new piece of play equipment, an all ages climbing wall which was installed less 
than a week ago now. We’re looking forward to seeing parents and grandparents all having a go at climbing it and 
getting stuck into having some fun with the children! 
 

3. Highways and Speed Signs – Cllr Davies 

The vehicle activated speed signs are working well.  The Council has a variety of fixed and mobile signs and were 
lucky enough to have received a donation of another VAS sign from Orlingbury Parish Council towards the end of 
this financial year.  

As you can see from the graphs for below, we continue to see that the 85th percentile speed is around 38-40mph on 
both Hardwick and Orlingbury Roads, with maximum speeds of 70-85mph. 

Speeding and traffic calming is an area which is of keen interest and concern for both the Parish Council and many 
residents. Following review of this data and concerns raised by residents at our meeting on the 11/9/24, we 
consulted with Highways to understand if any new measures could be considered and/or implemented. A Highways 
Officer, as a result of a meeting held on 08.10.24, confirmed that: 

• No yellow lines are possible in Little Harrowden. 
• Village School sign is possible. 
• The narrowing of Main Street (Bank Hill to Town Close) was to be investigated. 
• A 40mph speed limit on Orlingbury Road had insufficient data to be supported. 
• A permanent VAS sign, supplied by Highways, on Orlingbury Road was to be investigated. 
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While changes to support safer use of some of our spaces have been implemented (or are in plan) such as adding a 
Village School, Community Speed Watch and adding 20’s plenty signage we would like to see further improvements. 

North Northants Highways does not feel that the data we have recorded is sufficient to show the need for many of 
the suggested actions, for example a reduction in speed limits from 40mph to 30mph. However, the Council 
challenging this position and will continue to monitor the data from all our speed signs and arrange further 
meetings with Highways. 

Orlingbury Rd, Little Harrowden. Eastbound Traffic Analysis 
• 85th Percentile Speed = 35.4 MPH 
• 85th Percentile Vehicles = 31,672 counts 
• Max Speed = 80.0 MPH on 05/08/2024 16:05:00 
• Total Vehicles =37,261 counts 
• Average Speed: 29.2 MPH  

 

Orlingbury Rd, Little Harrowden. Eastbound Traffic Analysis 
• 85th Percentile Speed = 38.0 MPH 
• 85th Percentile Vehicles = 37,102 counts 
• Max Speed = 70.0 MPH on 10/08/2024 17:50:00 
• Total Vehicles =43,649 counts 
• Average Speed: 31.3 MPH  
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Hardwick Rd, Little Harrowden. Northbound Traffic Analysis 
• 85th Percentile Speed = 39.8 MPH 
• 85th Percentile Vehicles = 54,027 counts 
• Max Speed = 85.0 MPH on 19/07/2024 06:15:00 
• Total Vehicles =63,561 counts 
• Average Speed: 33.3 MPH 

 

Hardwick Rd, Little Harrowden. Southbound Traffic Analysis 
• 85th Percentile Speed = 38.5 MPH 
• 85th Percentile Vehicles = 33,408 counts 
• Max Speed = 80.0 MPH on 03/07/2024 20:50:00 
• Total Vehicles =39,304 counts 
• Average Speed: 30.4 MPH  

 

4. Police Liaison – Cllr Davies 

I took over as Coordinator for the Neighbourhood Watch for Little Harrowden in January 2025 and have since 
undertaken training for the role.  In addition, it was discovered that the area covered by Neighbourhood Watch for 
the village excluded certain parts of the Parish (e.g. Furnace Lane) so this has now been corrected.  A Parishioner 
has also expressed interest in becoming Coordinator for Town Close in the village and he has been provided with 
details of how to join. 
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5. Neighbourhood Watch - Cllr Davies 

As Police Liaison Representative I have attended a number of meetings, one with Danielle Stone, the new Police, 
Fire and Crime Commissioner on 3rd December 2024.  At this meeting, there was strong feedback that Highways 
were not supportive of many initiatives put forward by individual villages (as opposed to the Towns) which 
contrasted with initiatives in adjoining villages to the County.  We wait to see whether this feedback makes any 
difference to how Highways operate in the County. 

6. Neighbourhood Plan – Cllrs Davies, Cotter, Woods-Shepherd and Dave Grout 

Due to central Government legislation to increase number of houses in the UK it was felt necessary to formulate a 
Neighbourhood Plan for Little Harrowden to not only identify resident’s housing needs but also ensure that health, 
wellbeing and access to transport needs are identified also so they can be met. 

A Neighbourhood Plan is a key and effective tool to grow what the community wants and prevent what it doesn’t 
need because it becomes statute once approved and adopted. Thus, giving Little Harrowden powers to object to 
that which the community does not need/require. 

What can we gain from a plan like this? It can give us  

 The opportunity to allocate green spaces with protected status so that the village remains rural. 
 Control over the industrial area (eg limit logistics/warehousing if there is no identified need). 
 Legal rights to only build what the community needs. 

Keep an eye on our minutes, Facebook and website to find out more and watch this space for the start of the 
community consultation. 

7. Village Hall - Cllr Blood 

I was elected earlier this year to be the Parish Council (PC) representative on the Little Harrowden Village Hall 
Committee and attend regular meetings on a monthly basis and, if required, deal with any 
queries/complaints/questions which arise during the meeting and are relevant to the PC. I also attend the Village 
Hall Cafe on Thursdays from 1-4 pm and am willing to answer any queries/complaints/questions regarding the 
village in general. If I am unable to give an answer, I notify the clerk to the PC at the earliest opportunity who 
(unless the matter is urgent) will make sure it is included in the next PC meeting for discussion. 

8. Footpath Warden – Cllrs MacKay and Woods-Shepherd 

We consider ourselves very lucky that Little Harrowden has a plethora of wonderful footpaths for residents to 
enjoy the countryside from and to access Wellingborough and the surrounding villages via. The Council monitors 
these footpaths throughout the year. This year it was noted that the pathway to Orlingbury was increasingly 
inaccessible due to the hedgerow becoming overgrown. Whilst the Council does not have a statutory duty to 
maintain the footpaths, they are able notify North Northants Council when issues are noticed through the 
monitoring process. As a result of the Council’s assessment the pathway was made accessible by the landowner 
during 2024.  

9. Community Speed Watch – Cllr Blood 

Northamptonshire Police hold a Speed Watch Campaign on a regular basis throughout the county. I am the 
coordinator for Little Harrowden. Whilst the equipment is supplied the actual speed watch is manned by volunteers 
who give up their time to try and improve the road safety of the village where they live.  

Little Harrowden has been included in the scheme for the past five years and there will be several volunteers out 
and about during the 2025 campaign. Each watch session lasts for 1 hour and on average between 15 and 20 
vehicle details are recorded. If any vehicle is caught travelling above the speed limit their details are forwarded to 
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Northants Police who follow up ALL information recorded by the volunteers. The action that is taken by the police 
will depend upon the speed recorded but will range from a cautionary letter to fines. Extreme circumstances have 
led to the loss of driving licences. 

Many residents complain about the speed at which vehicles are travelling in the village, but do you know the limits 
of all the roads you travel on? 

Speed is one of the factors in many traffic accidents so remember the old saying:  

"It's better to be 10 minutes late in this world rather than arrive 10 years early in the next.” 

Little Harrowden has been accepted for the Northamptonshire 2025 Speed Watch campaign with equipment 
arriving in June and the campaign running until the end of July 2025. 

The aim is to make our roads safer by making drivers aware of the speed limit in Little Harrowden and to keep to 
the legal speed limit. 

This is a vital campaign which we know goes a long way in making our roads safer for longer and we look forward to 
being able to present further evidence after the campaign.  
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Councillors who have served on the Parish Council in the past year are as follows: 

● Richard Davies, Chairman 

● Nikki MacKay, Vice Chairman 

● Yvonne Blood 

● Joanne Woods-Shepherd 

● Glynn Cotter 

● Martin Arissol 

● Beth Renshaw 

● Nathan Cope (resigned) 

● David Clark (resigned) 

● Martin Jeffery (volunteer Clerk/RFO resigned) 

 

And lastly a few more words of thanks… 

From park assessments to community speed watch, the village hall to the phone box library;  

we would like to thank all those willing residents who step up time and time again to help make  

Little Harrowden safe, fun, educational and beautiful.  

We cannot thank you all enough.  

You are amazing and you make Little Harrowden a great place to live, work and enjoy. 
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Little Harrowden Parish Council      

       

Summary of accounts year ended 31 March 2025    

       

    Actual  Budget 
       

 Income as detailed below (including VAT)  £30,850.00  £30,850.00 
 VAT    £1,212.98   
 Income from grants and other sources as detailed below £9,832.83  £0.00 

    £11,045.81  £0.00 
Total Income 2024 - 25   £41,895.81   
Expenditure as detailed below (excluding VAT)  £28,571.85  £28,690.00 
Surplus for the year    £13,323.96  £2,160.00 

       
Reconciliation of bank balances for year ended 31 March 2025:   
Total Carry Forward from 2023-24   £28,657.46   
Total Funds available during 2024-25   £70,553.27   
Carry forward + Income - Expenditure = Balance 31.03.25 £41,981.42   
Represented by:       
Unity Current account balance 31.3.25   £41,981.42   

       

Income       
Precept    £30,850.00  £30,850.00 
Interest received    £0.00  £0.00 
VAT refund for 2023/24 (received 2024/25)  £1,212.98  £0.00 

    £32,062.98  £30,850.00 
Income from grants, loans, rent and donations  £9,278.19  £0.00 
Refunds from erroneous payments   £554.64  £0.00 

    £9,832.83  £0.00 
Total income    £41,895.81  £30,850.00 

       
Expenditure (including VAT)      
Clerk salary    £5,039.91  £4,000.00 
Clerk/council expenses (inc. room hire, bank charges, admin) £1,867.75  £910.00 
Street maintenance - streetlight electricity & maintenance and 
grit bins £3,178.40  £3,150.00 
Grass & hedge cutting, planter maintenance  £8,283.00  £7,000.00 
Children's play area maintenance   £1,319.39  £3,330.00 
Open spaces and land maintenance   £5,904.70  £3,700.00 
Audit fee    £714.00  £550.00 
Membership subscriptions   £554.04  £500.00 
Training    £201.60  £1,500.00 
Grants and Section 137   £184.10  £1,800.00 
Insurance    £918.66  £900.00 
Chairmans allowance   £0.00  £100.00 
Defib    £406.30  £1,250.00 
Total expenditure    £28,571.85  £28,690.00 

       
VAT (to be reclaimed 25-26)   £2,731.45   
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