LITTLE HARROWDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of The Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 11.09.2024

Committee Room, Village Hall, Main Road, Little Harrowden

Councillors present:
N Cope in the Chair; ClIr D Clark, Clir Y Blood, Clir N Mackay, Cllr ) Woods Shepherd

The meeting started at 7.30 pm. There were 4 members of the public present.

APOLOGIES

Cllr R Davies, Cllr L Lawman, ClIr S Brown

24/22 | DECLARATION OF INTEREST

“To receive disclosures of and new DPI’s applicable to the agenda items below, personal
and prejudicial interests from Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting.
The disclosure must include the nature of the interest. If you become aware, during the
course of a meeting, of an interest that has not been disclosed under this item you must
immediately disclose it. You may remain in the meeting and take part fully in discussion
and voting unless the interest is prejudicial.

A personal interest is prejudicial if a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant
facts would reasonably regard it as so significant that it is likely to prejudice your

judgement of the public interest and it relates to a financial or regulatory matter.”

Clir Cope — Belgrove Park. ClIr Clark — Planters.

24/23 | PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Public participation — to allow statements from members of the public. Questions
need to be notified 2 weeks in advance in order for research to be carried out and to
comply with Legislation on Local Government activities.

Correspondence received from residents: converting the phone box in the village to a
lending library; the phone box is listed on Little Harrowden Parish Council’s Asset
Register.

Residents requested permission to use the phone box for the purpose of a lending
library/book exchange.

Clerk

Benefits include:
e general improvement to village as a whole
e helping children whose families are unable to access local libraries/towns and/or
reading books.
increase access to books for the elderly
greater access to aid learning and reading challenges for village children
lots of support given from villagers as seen on the village Facebook page
e currently successfully delivered in other villages including Orlingbury.

Residents will manage and maintain the phone box and exchange facilities:
e add shelves
e decorate
e clean
e make it an attractive addition to the village
Council requested a business plan be provided by the resident group planning to set up

the service. The plan is to include:
e how the group will operate the service,




o alist of members,

® aservice and monitoring rota,

® a maintenance and cleaning rota

e aredecoration plan and schedule.
The Council advised that there may be some funds available to help towards the
renovation costs and that they will fund the repainting of the phone box itself.

Correspondence received from resident regarding speeding in Little Harrowden.
Resident concerned about vehicular speeds, particularly on Orlingbury Road with traffic
slowing only when the police speedwatch team are in situ. They have seen a recent
increase in traffic and speeds probably as a result of:

e drivers avoiding the new housing estates

® going to/from the growing number of nearby industrial estates

e concerns that the new Wellingborough housing development will increase the

speeding problem.

Resident queried the council's earlier response regarding the village losing its protection
from development in relation to installing traffic calming. Council confirmed that:

e housing and other developments are prohibited within the village and as a result
there is no budget available to the council/village for traffic calming because
those funds , community infrastructure levies (CIL) are linked to development.

o Highways have stated that the roads where speeding is a concern don’t lend
themselves to traffic calming engineering with too many entrances and
driveways.

e Highways stated that the average speeds recorded on theVehicle Activated Signs
(VAS) are in the 85th percentile and therefore within acceptable limits

e the only permitted measure, dragon’s teeth, has been installed on the
northbound section of Hardwick Road.

e it will be requesting that traffic calming for Little Harrowden be built into the
costs for the Isham bypass at the planning stage.

Correspondence received from resident requesting a letter of support regarding
inconsiderate parking by parents with children at Little Harrowden Primary School.

A recent fire in the village has evidenced that there is a risk that fire and rescue vehicles
will not get through in an emergency during the start and close of the school day as a
result of inconsiderate parking by parents. Resident confirmed they will be speaking to
the school. The council agreed to also write to the school requesting more considerate
parking be enforced.

24/24

CHAIR'’S REPORT

| am pleased to present my report for the Little Harrowden Parish Council (LHPC) 11/9
meeting. There are many items worthy of comment:

- Converting the phone box to a library for the use of villagers (24/23)). So long as the
residents requesting our approval to use the phone box are prepared to manage it
and any issues arising going forward then | see no reason why it should not go ahead.
There is a separate agenda item 24/29 a) regarding the redecoration of the phone box
— again, provided the costs are reasonable then this seems sensible and will increase
the chances of it being used as a library as proposed.

- Constituting a Finance Sub-Committee (27/27 e)). Given the increasing time that the
Committee spends on financial matters, it seems sensible to convene a separate
Finance Sub-Committee to discuss finance matters (for example, agreeing terms of
reference, approving delegated powers, setting costs limits, setting proposed
budgets) that can report to at full council meetings as appropriate. | would be able to
chair the meeting should it be agreed. We would need a minimum of 2 other
Councillors to make it quorate. A meeting to discuss the budget would seem
appropriate before the LHPC meeting on 13/11/24 where the budget is approved. |
would like to suggested the following dates: 9/10, 23/10 or 30/10.
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- Highways (24/28) and Isham Bypass Planning Application (24/30)). | think that the
inevitable increase in traffic coming through the village as a result of the Isham Bypass
(which will undoubtedly be approved) gives us significant cause to request additional
traffic calming measures to be installed in the village. We all know that, particularly
during school drop off/pick up times, the village is clogged up with parked cars and
Main Street is a single carriageway throughout its length. | would be happy to raise
this with NNC if Little Harrowden Parish Council deems it appropriate.

- Northants Councty Association for Local Councils (NCALC) Annual General Meeting
(AGM) (24/29 d)). | am attending the 5th Oct meeting; there is space for 1 other
Councillor.

- Neighbourhood Plan (24/30 a) iv)). | do not underestimate the work involved in
preparing a Neighbourhood Plan and am quite prepared to shoulder much of the
drafting. | also appreciate that several Councillors have potential conflicts with
regards to land owned which is outside of the current village development line.
However, this latter point can be accommodated within the Plan detail and there are
significant benefits associated with the village having a Plan. The benefits (per the
document circulated by the Clerk) include, inter alia, the following:

o It provides a community with more influence. The plan has statutory status once it
is adopted by the Local Planning Authority

o It allows for site allocation. It allows the community to allocate sites to meet the
local need for different uses in the village

o It gives access to Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). Communities will receive
extra funding - the money can be used to fund a wide range of infrastructure
including “new or safer road schemes, schools, park improvements, green spaces,
etc. CIL revenue collected by the Local Authority from development that has taken
place will be passed directly to those Parish and Town Councils who have a
Neighbourhood Plan adopted”.

| would support the approval of an application for funding to develop our own Plan.

- Belgrove Park (24/31 a)). | understand that the “Camper” has only been present once
since the last meeting. | have left several messages for Hannah Taylor (Senior Rough
Sleeper Housing Options Advisor for NNC) to discuss the situation but have yet to
receive a response.

- Speed Indicator Device (SID) sign purchase (24/31 b) i)). Disappointing to note the
firm we commenced legal proceedings against have entered Administration; | believe
that we should lodge a claim with the Administrators to receive any reimbursement
that is due to creditors of the company, however small.

- Request for support to approach the School (Highways). | think we should support
the resident with her request - | would be more than happy to write to the School -
should the Council deem this to be helpful.

Richard Davies; LHPC Chairman

24/25 | North Northants Council (NNC) UPDATE
No updates received and no NNC Councillors in attendance.
24/26 | MINUTES

To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 24 July 2024
Resolved - Approved that the minutes were an accurate recording of all the meeting.

To receive updates on actions from the previous meeting

Any updates have been included as agenda items for this meeting with the exception
of the proposed Highways meeting.

The highways officer was unable to meet during the pre-agreed week. Clerk will
arrange an alternative date for a meeting with Highways and Councillor Cope to
discuss traffic calming measures for a Tuesday mid-morning.

Clerk/ClIr Cope




24/27

FINANCIAL/POLICIES

a) To approve the payments up to 11" September 2024

New Payments

By Payee Reason Cost
11/09/2024 BACS SLCC Membership (50%) £79.00
11/09/2024 BACS S Tilaks Printer £104.90
11/09/2024 BACS Epson UK Ltd | Printer Sundries £4.49
11/09/2024 BACS SLCC FiLCA Clerk Training £144.00
11/09/2024 BACS S Tilaks Mileage £66.60
For Consideration
Date By Payee Reason Cost
11/09/2024 BACS Currys Laptop for the Clerk £797.98
Interim
Date By Payee Reason Cost
05/08/2024 BACS PKF Littlejohn | External Audit £378.00
05/09/2024 BACS HMRC PAYE £60.80
Pre-Approved
Date By Payee Reason Cost
29/07/2024 SO S. Tilaks Salary £272.70
05/08/2024 SO Mowerman August Grass £420.64
08/08/2024 DD Yu Energy July Lighting £197.73
28/08/2024 SO S. Tilaks Salary £272.70
03/08/2024 SO Mowerman September Grass £420.64
08/09/2024 DD Yu Energy August Lighting £200.75
New SO
Date By Payee Reason Cost
02/10/2024 BACS Epson UK Ltd Printer sundries £4.49
Income
Date By Payee Reason Cost
16/07/2024 Cheque | NGED Wayleave Payment £50.59

Resolved - Approved the current financial statement dated to 11.09.24

b) To appoint authorisers for Bankers' Automated Clearing System (BACS) payments.
Clir Y Blood and ClIr D Clark appointed authorisers. Resolved - Approved

c) To receive information regarding the current financial statement.

Year To Date

Payments £9,616.16
Receipts £32,523.95
C/Fwd £28,657.46
A/Con 11/09/24 £53,047.65
A/C after 11/09/24 £51,565.25

Resolved - Approved the current financial statement dated to 11.09.24

d) Conclusion of the Audit
The only comments received were regarding the change to the Asset Register. The
MUGA extension wasn’t included in the year it was completed. The RFO adjusted the

Complete

Complete

Complete
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e)

f)

g)

amount from the previous year to reflect the difference in value to the MUGA.
Resolved - Approved the update on the Audit

Constituting a Finance Sub Committee (FSC); minimum 3 councillors required,
agree terms of reference, delegated powers and cost limits.

Chair’s report comments discussed. Clerk advised that for best practice, increased
transparency and an improved audit trail a finance sub committee should be formed
to outline the proposed budget and precept annually and re-evaluate the Financial
Regulations. This will reduce the time spent at full council meetings as all the
evidence will have been fully evaluated for presentation.

It was proposed and agreed to delay the decision of a FSC until later in the
council’s financial year.

Payroll service and internet banking update
The clerk has now been added to the bank mandate. The address details have also
been updated. The clerk will now be able to take over the role of RFO.

Clerk replacement laptop purchase with Microsoft Office software suite.

i) The clerk advised that the old laptop was not fit for purpose. Problems include:
o Not charging even when off

Short battery life

Crashing/hanging mid work

Loss of documents

Loss of critical document updates

More than 2 days of work have been lost due to the problems

A fix was agreed using delegated powers to the value of £40:

Allows the laptop to charge but only whilst the laptop is off or on standby
Outstanding problems include battery age/wear and motherboard issues

A directory sweep has helped speed up login

Not all keys on the keyboard work consistently

Total repair costs would exceed replacement costs

This laptop is an unsafe and insecure tool for the clerk and cannot be relied upon
to be a safe and secure way to store, create or update council documentation.

New laptop research completed; minimum recommendations:
16GB RAM

512mb solid state hard drive (SSD) hard drive

Windows Pro 11

Processor:-intel i5 1335U, i7 1330U or Ryzen 5

14.5” screen or above

Integrated number pad

Proposed laptops:
1) Lenovo Thinkbook; 16 intel core i7 13700h speed processor, 16gb ram, 512gb
ssd hard drive
£664.99 (797.88 inc vat)
2) Acer travelmate 16 intel core i5 1335u speed processor, 16gb ram, 512gb ssd
hard drive.
£548.99 (£658.78 inc VAT)
3) HP 250 g9 notebook 15, intel core i5 1235u speed processor, 16gb ram, 512gb
ssd hard drive.
£435.99 (£523.18 inc VAT)
The clerk proposed the purchase of option 1 the Lenovo because of the excellent
spec, fast core processor, big screen, speed, future proofing for longer, 13.5 hour
battery life. Overall it offers the best value for money and longevity; cheapest by
specification, speed and longevity by comparison than any other laptops under
£800.
Resolved - Approved the purchase of the Lenovo Thinkbook.

Complete

Clerk

Complete

Clerk
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ii) The clerk advised on the choices available to continue accessing, updating and

creating documents and spreadsheets:

e Use an old version of Office, available through an individual resident, without
added security and no longer supported by Microsoft.
£0

e Transfer all documents over to Google Docs/Sheets; some security and cloud
storage available; issues transposing documents from Word to Google and vice
versa; time consuming transfer and document updating.
£0

e Monthly subscription to Microsoft Office Business Basic; fully supported,;
automatic upgrades as the software is updated; 1TB online secure storage;
business level data security; free Microsoft Teams for virtual meetings; free 24/7
software support.
12 months subscription @ £4.90 pcm.

The clerk proposed that the Council subscribe to Microsoft Office Basic.

Resolved - Approved the subscription of Microsoft Office Basic. Standing order to

be set up. Clerk
h) Clerk hours and replacement phone.
The report on clerks hours was reviewed. Additional hours were required to be
completed as a direct result of the laptop breakdown, subsequent fix, travel time
and loss and necessary re-creation of important council documentation.
Resolved - Approved to pay the extra hours worked by the clerk.
The report on the replacement mobile phone was reviewed. RFO
Resolved - Approved to purchase a replacement phone to a smartphone. Clerk
i) Training for Chair
To approve Chairperson and leadership training; 04.12.24, £48, delivered by Danny
Moody of NCALC.
Council requested that the chair, Clir Davies, feeds back to the council upon Clir Davies
completion of the training. Clerk
Clerk to add councillor training to the November council meeting. Clerk
Resolved - Approved to book the Chairperson training.
j) Lighting to the Green.
e Update regarding groundworks Clir N Cope
Base installed 11.09.24 as agreed by council. Cabinet will be fitted shortly.
e Quotes from electricity suppliers
No quotes possible until cabling laid and MPAN supplied. Councillor Cope to Clerk
advise clerk as soon as this is available.
24/28 | HIGHWAYS
a) Todiscuss any highways issues —
i) Traffic calming measures related to the planned Isham Bypass.
All agreed the presented wording to submit to the developers. M Jeffery
ii) Complaint regarding inconsiderate and potentially dangerous parking on Main
Road outside the primary school.
Refer to the public participation section. Cllr Davies to send a letter to the Clir Davies
headmistress asking for the school to ensure that more considerate parking by
parents is effected.
24/29 | COMMUNITY ISSUES & AMENITIES
a) To discuss the redecoration costs of the village phone box.
None of the decorators contacted have provided quotes. Councillor Cope to
approach another decorator for costs and availability. Clir Cope

b) To discuss re-purposing of the phone box into a village amenity in the form of a
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book exchange and lending library.

Refer to the public participation section. Clerk to contact residents with the details
for inclusion in the requested business plan. It was noted that the council is
supportive of this request as it is beneficial to the village community.

c) Remembrance Sunday Event 10.11.24 — 11am park event for 2 minute silence
and spoken word remembrance.
Councillor Clerk to attend the service and present a wreath.
Clerk to contact the church regarding an invitation to the service.
Councillor Cope to confirm if a member of the public is attending in military
uniform. Clerk to notify NNC if this is the case.
Asst clerk to order 2 wreaths.

d) NCALC AGM - councillors wishing to attend.
No councillors available to attend other than Councillor Davies.

Clerk

Clir Clark
Clerk
Cllr Cope
Clerk
Asst Clerk

24/30

PLANNING
a) To discuss planning applications

i) Isham Bypass.
Resolved — Approved to submit the letter as presented by the assistant clerk.

ii) Solar Farm Scoping Document.
Councillor feedback submitted to Greenbhill Solar planning portal.
Resolved — Agreed delegated powers response submission.

iii) Isham Neighbourhood Plan distributed; councillor comments requested for
clerk to submit feedback.
Clerk to adapt the submission letter in response to the Isham Bypass to include
feedback relating to traffic calming measures for Little Harrowden. Councillors
will review and agree on a response for submission to the Isham Parish Council
using delegated powers.

iv) Little Harrowden Neighbourhood Plan

Reports submitted to councillors for review and discussion. Council agreed that:

o a key element to developing the plan is to involve the village community
e include in the plan responses to deal with traffic, speeding and
community development
e the clerk should read the terms and conditions of the grant to confirm
that if the plan is denied by the villagers any money spent would not
need to be refunded.
Resolved — Approved that the grant is applied for if:
o the grant money is still available and
o the grant would not need to be refunded if the plan is rejected.

Asst Clerk

Clerk

Completed

Clerk

Clerk

24/31

REPORTS
a) Belgrove Park
To discuss any issues arising with the park.

i) As per the chair’s report the camper has only been seen for one night over the
past 2 months and that the homeless team has provided no response.
Resolved — Approved that the matter is now closed.

ii) Update on cradle swing repair
Parts ordered, awaiting delivery. Councillor Clark to fit when parts are received.
iii) The sign has been assessed to be in a state of disrepair and needs updating to
include the new clerk contact details. Council agreed to add a disclaimer to the
new sign.
Clerk to meet with Councillor Clark to discuss the new sign requirements and
submit the design and costs for review at the next council meeting.

Clir Clark

Clir Clark and
clerk




b) Police Liaison
i) SID sign purchase and small claims court action
The company who supplied the sign is in administration.
Assistant clerk received confirmation from the Police Fire and Crimes department
confirming that a refund would be required if any monies are reclaimed through

court action and the council does not replace the broken speed sign. Clir Davies
Councillor Davies to investigate cost of claim action. Clir Cope
Councillor Cope to store the broken speed sign until a decision is made by claims
auditors.
ii) To receive VAS data
Received and reviewed.
iii) To receive details of the ‘Safe and Sound’ update from Danielle Stone,
Northants Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner (PFCC)
Latest communication details the areas that the PFCC will be focusing on:
® outcomes
e independent inspections
® ensuring communities are core to all activities
e people feeling safe and believing that the services provided are trustworthy. Clerk
Assistant clerk to forward report to the council.
24/32 | INTERIM MATTERS ARISING
To discuss correspondence and matters arising between the publication of the agenda and the
council meeting.
School Advertising Request
The council has received an email requesting support to promote the school in order to
maintain/increase the students on the roll. The Trust has purchased an advertising
banner that they wish to place within the village and, as there is no benefit in advertising
on school grounds, they have requested permission to place it on the fencing near the
pocket park or on one of the roundabouts at the village exits.
They would also like to advertise the prospective parents open days by placing flyers on
the village notice boards.
Assistant clerk to establish a removal date with the latest being Easter or when the Asst Clerk

banner gets worn.

Resolved — Approved that the banner can be placed on the railings which formed part
of the old bus stop outside the park opposite the north entrance to Kings Lane and the
flyers added to the village notice boards.

Update to playground equipment

A firm has approached LHPC offering to seek grant funding for installation of additional
play equipment in the play area, eg. a wooden double sided, colourful climbing wall. If
the council doesn’t have a budget, they will work to complete, submit and obtain grant
funding to cover the supply and installation leaving the Council with only minimal
administration.

ClIr Clark suggested it could be situated at the bottom end of the multi use games area
(MUGA), sitting outside any future enclosure to the MUGA. Clerk to organise a site
meeting with the company for October.

Northamptonshire Police - relaunch of Streetwatch

Northamptonshire Police is relaunching its countywide Street Watch programme and is
looking for local people to come together as volunteers to contribute to community
safety and crime prevention in their neighbourhood. They have asked if LHPC would like
to indicate their interest in establishing a Street (neighbourhood) Watch scheme in Little
Harrowden.

Clerk to add as agenda item to the next meeting.

Clerk & ClIr Clark

Clerk




24/33

DATES OF MEETINGS

a)

b)

Budget proposal meeting deferred to later in the financial year.

To discuss and determine the date of the next full Council Meeting:
13th November 2024
7.30pm, Committee Room, Main Road, Little Harrowden Village Hall.

Clerk

Meeting closed at: 21.17 pm

Approved at the meeting held on 11" September 2024.

Signed

Date

Chairman




