
LITTLE HARROWDEN PARISH COUNCIL – CHAIR’S REPORT 11/9/24 
 
I am pleased to present my report for the LHPC 11/9 meeting.  There are many items worthy of comment: 
 

- Converting the phone box to a library for the use of villagers (24/23). So long as the residents 
requesting our approval to use the phone box are prepared to manage the it & any issues arising 
going forward then I see no reason why it should not go ahead. There is a separate agenda item 
24/29 a) regarding the redecoration of the phone box – again, provided the costs are reasonable 
then this seems sensible and will increase the chances of it being used as a library as proposed. 
 

- Constituting a Finance Sub-Committee (27/27 e)). Given the increasing time that the 
Committee spends on financial matters, it seems sensible to convene a separate Finance Sub-
Committee to discuss finance matters (for example, agreeing terms of reference, approving 
delegated powers, setting costs limits, setting proposed budgets) that can report to the main 
LHPC as appropriate.  I will chair the meeting, and we need a minimum of 2 other Councillors to 
make it quorate. A meeting to discuss the budget would seem appropriate before the LHPC 
meeting on 13/11/24 where the budget is approved.  Suggested dates are 9/10, 23/10 or 30/10. 

 
- Highways (24/28) and Isham Bypass Planning Application (24/30 i)).  I think that the inevitable 

increase in traƯic coming through the village as a result of the Isham Bypass (which will 
undoubtedly be approved) gives us significant cause to request additional traƯic calming 
measures to be installed in the village.  We all know that, particularly during school drop oƯ/pick 
up times, the village is clogged up with parked cars and Main Street is a single carriageway 
throughout its length. I am happy to raise this with NNC as appropriate. 

 
- NCALC AGM (24/29 d)). I am attending the 5th Oct meeting; there is space for 1 other Councillor. 

 
- Neighbourhood Plan (24/30 iv)). I do not underestimate the work involved in preparing a 

Neighbourhood Plan and am quite prepared to shoulder much of the drafting.  I also appreciate 
that several Councillors have potential conflicts with regards to land owned which is outside of 
the current village development line.  However, this latter point can be accommodated within the 
Plan detail and there are significant benefits associated with the village having a Plan. 
The benefits (per the document circulated by the Clerk) include, inter alia, the following: 

o It provides a community with more influence. The plan has statutory status once it is 
adopted by the Local Planning Authority 

o It allows for site allocation. It allows the community to allocate sites to meet the local 
need for diƯerent uses in the village 

o It gives access to Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). Communities will receive extra 
funding - the money can be used to fund a wide range of infrastructure including “new or 
safer road schemes, schools, park improvements, green spaces, etc. CIL revenue 
collected by the Local Authority from development that has taken place will be passed 
directly to those Parish and Town Councils who have a Neighbourhood Plan adopted”. 

I would support the approval of an application for funding to develop our own Plan. 
 

- Belgrove Park (24/31 a)). I understand that the “Camper” has only been present once since the 
last meeting.  I have left several messages for Hannah Taylor (Senior Rough Sleeper Housing 
Options Advisor for NNC) to discuss the situation but have yet to receive a response. 
 

- SID sign purchase (24/31 b) i)). Disappointing to note the firm we commenced legal proceedings 
against have entered Administration; we should lodge a claim with the Administrators to receive 
any reimbursement that is due to creditors of the company, however small. 
 

- Request for support to approach the School (Highways).  I think we should support Carol with 
her request - I am more than happy to write to the School - and should be seen to be helpful. 

 
Richard Davies 
LHPC Chairman 4/9/24 


